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Ash Wednesday, which this year fell on February 22nd, 
ushered in the Lenten Season of this Church Year. Lent 
is that time of the Christian calendar when Christians 
do the most serious and solemn thinking about how the 
Lord Jesus Christ became their Saviour. Each new in- 
sight into the depths of this divine mystery draws us 
closer to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is expressed in a fuller consecration to Christ and the 
service of His Church as the truest expression of gratitude 
to Him Who did so much for us. 

It is quite appropriate then that the study of “The 
Life of Christ According to the Gospel of St. Mark” 
should be Project V of Operation Spiritual and be as- 
signed to use in Lent. A pocket edition of a study guide 
has been prepared and is offered free to every bona fide 
member of a Luther League for his private and individual 
use during Lent. 

The distribution of this booklet was accomplished 


this manner: Each president of a state or synodical Luther 
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However, we know the weakness of the flesh in respect 
to spiritual practices. (Continued on Page 30) 
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Eyes on The 


The cross is the most cherished symbol of 
all Christendom. No sector of it can claim 
exclusive right to its use. Protestant and 
Catholic, Jewish Christian and Gentile Chris- 
tian, hottentot, kaffir and college professor 
all have an equal right to claim it for their 
own when they acknowledge the salvation 
which was wrought for them by it “on a hill 
far away, without a city wall, where the dear 
Lord was crucified.” 

As the cross is central to our Christian faith, 
so it is central in our Lenten prayer and medi- 
tation. Our eyes focus upon it with new in- 
tensity, and with growing apprehension and 
appreciation of its meaning each recurring 
Lent. 

Indeed, there is a magnetism about the 
cross. Did not our Lord say, “And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.’? Howbeit, the preaching of the 
cross is to the Jews a stumblingblock and to 
the Greeks foolishness. Nevertheless, “by the 
foolishness of preaching, it pleased God to 
save them that believe.” 

Visual reminders of the centrality of the 
cross in our Christian faith appear on the 
altars in our churches. But by their very con- 
tinuous appearance there, the deeper mean- 
ing of what happened on Calvary’s cross may 
be glossed over and minimized unless there 


Cross! 


be a time when our eyes are focused on the 
significance of Christ’s cross for us. That time 
is Lent. 

The preaching of the cross is the purest 
Gospel. The Gospel itself is the very heart 
of the truest evangelism. Hence the preaching 
of the Lenten Season is likely to be the most 
productive of all the Church Year. Every- 
where the hearts of men and women and 
young people are strangely warmed by the 
preaching of this season and many who have 
been far from Him are won to Him. 


Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
Which before the Cross we spend; 
Life and health and peace possessing, 

From the sinner’s dying Friend. 


Here we rest in wonder, viewing 
All our sins on Jesus laid; 

Here we see redemption flowing 
From the sacrifice He made. 


Here we find the dawn of heaven, 
While upon the Cross we gaze; 
See our trespasses forgiven, 
And our songs of triumph raise. 


O that near the Cross abiding, 
We may to the Saviour cleave; 
Naught with Him our hearts dividing, 
All for Him content to leave. 
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Welcome, Stranger! 


Cynthia smiled fondly at her tall, ex- 
G.I. husband as he sprawled dangerously 
near the edge of the porch swing. Now 
and then he sniffed in the direction of 
the kitchen window, where he could see 
Cynthia’s bright head bobbing to and 
fro while she prepared a typical Texas 
treat—frijoles and enchiladas. Cynthia 
and Joe had learned to like Mexican 
food while stationed in Texas during 
Joe’s Army training. Cynthia had been 
a nurse in the Army hospital and Joe 
had been a lonely and bewildered cor- 
poral. They had met at a square dance 
sponsored by the U.S.O. Neither of them 
knew how to square dance, but the caller 
was very helpful and the steps easy. 
“Put your little foot,” the music said. 
Joe had laughed as he held out a booted 
feot that was anything but “little” be- 
side Cynthia’s shoe. After that night Joe 
had spent every week end trying to date 
Cynthia. And whenever Cynthia could 
be relieved from duty, she had accepted 
gladly. There was one particular Mexican 
cafe on the riverbank where the en- 
chiladas melted in their mouths. 


“When we are married,” Joe said, 
“we'll build a little house on the bank 
of the river and live forever on enchil- 
adas and waka—whatever this wonderful 
stuff is that is made of avocados.” 


“Guacamole,” Cynthia prompted him. 
“But I don’t know how to prepare it.” 


“We'll hire a Texas cook,” Joe prom- 
ised grandly. 

Of course that was nonsense, but it 
was lovely nonsense. Everything they 
did was fun, from the canoe trips down 
the river to balcony seats for the City 
Symphony Orchestra. They were seeing 
Texas through the rose-colored glasses 
of love—seeing the bluebonnets nodding 
under the sun, looking up at the blue 
sky, and liking everything they saw. 


After the war, Joe brought his bride 
to Texas. Their home was not exactly 
on the banks of the river, but it was a 
nice little house in a good section of the 
city where a great many other ex-service 
men had bought property. Cynthia was 
"delighted. 


By Sara Sloane McCarty 
Illustrated by Paul Grout 


“I even love the neighbors,” she told 
Joe that first week. 

“Literally or figuratively?” Joe teased 
her. 

“Well, it was nice of Mrs. Reinhold 
to invite us to her party tomorrow night,” 
Cynthia said. “After all, she doesn’t even 
know us.” 

“We just look O.K.,” Joe said pretend- 
ing to admire his face in the mirror. 

But the evening with Mrs. Reinhold 
had rather spoiled things for Cynthia. 
Mrs. Reinhold, having taken the young 
people under her wing, now proceeded 
to tell them all about the neighborhood 
and advise their future conduct. After 
the first round of gossip, Cynthia tried 
not to listen. But Mrs. Reinhold’s voice 
was as hard to ignore as the voice of a 
locomotive at a grade crossing. 

“Well, to make a long story short,” 
Mrs. Reinhold was saying with relish, 
“they just had one fight after another, 
and the first thing we knew they up and 
moved out. And they say—” Her voice 
fell to a sinister whisper, “that the peo- 
they sold to are Mexicans!” 

Cynthia watched the puzzled expres- 
sion on Joe’s face, and then looked 
around at the other neighbors who had 
gathered to meet them. Would no one 
raise a dissenting voice? Did all the 
neighbors feel that having neighbors of 
another nationality would be a calamity? 

“How long have they been in this 
country?” she asked Mrs. Reinhold. 

“Been here!” Mrs. Reinhold laughed. 
“Why, they were born‘here, I suppose.” 

“They were born here,’ Mr. Lapham 
put in. “I know Victor Gonzales. He 
works for Public Utilities. And he served 
overseas.” 

‘Then he’s not 
Cynthia said. 

“It’s just a way of speaking,” Mrs. 
Lapham said comfortably. “The proper 
name is Spanish-American.” 

“And as far as that goes,” Mr. Fogarty 
said, “everyone in Latin America con- 
siders himself an ‘American.’ The point 
is—having them move into our commu- 
nity will depreciate the value of prop- 
erty.” 


really a Mexican,” 


Making the new neighbors feel welcome 
became a crusade for Cynthia and Joe 


Two 


“Why?” Joe asked. It was an innocent 
question, but Cynthia could see Mrs. 
Reinhold’s beady eyes fixed on Joe with 
the fanatic gleam of a crusader. 

“Because Mexicans simply don’t live 
up to our standards,” she said. “If you 
don’t believe me, just take a look at the 
Mexican slums.” 

Cynthia noted the nodding heads and 
knowing smiles. She hoped that Joe 
would not ask any more questions. But 
he did. 

“Then all this talk about friendship 
and mutual co-operation I heard so much 
about when I was stationed here during 
the war—that was just talk?” 

“Not exactly,” Mr. Lapham said un- 
comfortably. “I’m a Texan myself, and 
I don’t like the situation any better than 
you do, but there it is. And not much 
can be done about it.” 

Cynthia was angry inside—so angry 
that she could hardly enjoy the ice-cold 
watermelon that her hostess served. She 
and Joe left the party as soon as pos- 
sible. 

“Tt will give them time to talk us over,” 
she said. 
“Not 
chuckled. 

“A woman who will gossip about one 
neighbor will gossip about them all,” 
Cynthia said. “I’m keeping clear of Mrs. 
Reinhold in the future.” 

“Tm afraid you can’t,” Joe said sen- 
sibly. “She’s there, and you'll have to 
learn to live in peace beside her.” 

Cynthia lay awake far into the night. 
She and Joe had made Texas their home. 
And Texas was not all that she had 
dreamed. During the war, differences in 
race or religion had not mattered very 
much. Working. together had been the 
slogan. And Texas had seemed the “wide 
open spaces” where a man made friends 
without half trying. Now the skeleton of 
discrimination and ignorant pride began 
to emerge. She hated Texas, she told 
herself. But as the night wore on, little 
memories of her own home town back in 
Pennsylvania began to plague her like 
needle points. “Don’t play with those 
Italian children, dear,” she heard Aunt 
Martha say. “They probably have germs.” 
She remembered her surprised protest: 
“But not Tina! Tina’s clean and neat 


bitter, honey chile?” Joe 
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Cynthia watched Victor and Rita Gonzales 
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move next door 


and kind and good, and I love her!” 


She heard voices, taunting voices call- 
ing: “You, Pollack!” “Go home, Hun- 
kie!” “He’s just a Wop!” Her face 
burned with the shame of it. For she 
too had learned with the others to ex- 
clude the girls of the minority groups 
when birthday parties were planned, 
There were people who got Christmas 
baskets and donations, and there were 
people you invited to your own home 
as social equals. And good manners, 
neat clothes, and clean bodies made no 
difference. They were all—the bad and 
the good—thrown into one category be- 
cause of their racial inheritance. Were 
Texans any different she wondered now? 


It was with more than ordinary curi- 
osity that Cynthia watched Victor and 
Rita Gonzales move their worldly goods 
into the house next door. There were the 
usual kitchen appliances—a snowy white 
refrigerator, table-top stove, gaily painted 
breakfast table and chairs, and the usual 
inexpensive living-room furniture, a 
pretty maple bed and chest of drawers, 
barrels that probably contained dishes 
and cooking utensils, boxes of books, and 
a small spinet piano. 

They like music and books! Cynthia 
made a mental note. They like the same 
kind of furniture that we like! 

At the first opportunity, Cynthia made 
a point of calling a cheery, “Hello!” 
across the hedge between the back yards. 

“Hello!” said Rita Gonzales without a 
trace of accent. And why should she 
have an accent? Had she not been 
taught in the same schools as Mrs. Rein- 
hold and the others? 

Ten minutes later Mrs. Reinhold was 
at the back door to borrow an egg. 
“These recipes,” she apologized, “are al- 
ways calling for something I'm out of. 
Tll bring it right back tomorrow.” 

“Youre quite welcome, Mrs. Rein- 
hold,” Cynthia said. 

Mrs. Reinhold still stood with the egg 
in her hand. She had more to say. “I 
saw you hobnobbing with the new neigh- 
bor,” she began. “And for your own 
good, I want you to think before it is too 
late. Being’ polite to them is one thing, 
but don’t let it go any farther, Cynthia.” 


Cynthia’s mind seethed with angry 
retorts. She hung tightly to the kitchen 
broom and swept vigorously. “I'll man- 
age all right,” she said, with a quiet 
smile. “Don’t worry about me.” 

What business was it of Mrs. Rein- 
hold? Oh, Cynthia knew that she meant 
to be helpful. But when she did not 
even know the new neighbors! Con- 
demned before they had a chance to 


Three 


show their colors! Even criminals were 
innocent before the law until they were 
proved guilty. 

That evening she was unreasonably 
happy when she discovered Joe lending 
a hoe to Victor Gonzales. And her en- 
thusiasm rose again as she watched the 
handsome young husband courageously 
attacking the weeds in the back yard, 
setting out rose bushes in the front. 

“We have some cuttings from that 
Etoile de Holland they might like,” Joe 
said. “Ill just step over and give them 
to him.” He eyed Cynthia speculatively. 

“Why not?” Cynthia said, her voice 
unnaturally tight. 

She could see Mrs. Reinhold’s curtains 
twitching as Joe stayed rather long, talk- 
ing over gardening problems with the 
new neighbor. “No good will come of 
this,” she could hear Mrs. Reinhold say- 
ing to herself. 

When the pies came out of the oven 
at suppertime Cynthia said: “Theyre so 
busy fixing up their own place, I know 
they haven't had time to bake. Ill just 
step over and give one to Rita for their 
evening meal. After all—’ Why did she 
feel the necessity of explaining or giving 
a reason for simp!e neighborliness? 

There it was. Public Opinion in the 
person of Mrs. Reinhold. That was the 
threat that held back their natural 
friendly behavior, that made even the 
smallest overture a self-conscious gesture. 

Mrs. Reinhold was on hand in person 
the morning Rita Gonzales brought over 
the covered dish of hot enchiladas. “I 
heard your husband say that he liked 
them,” Rita said. 


“Thank you,” Cynthia said. “Won't 
you come in? Mrs. Reinhold was just 
visiting a moment. You know Mrs. Gon- 
zales, our new neighbor?” 

“Tm afraid I don’t,’ Mrs. 
said smugly. 

“Theyre fixing their yard so nicely,” 
Cynthia said hurriedly. “Roses and ger- 


Reinhold 


aniums and the prettiest cut-brick bor-- 


ders for their flower beds! Mrs. Reinhold 
has lovely roses each year too,” she told 
Rita. 

“Flowers are the language of friend- 
ship, isn’t that it?” Rita said, her gentle 
eyes unclouded. Mrs. Reinhold’s unkind 
greeting had not touched her. 

“Indeed they are!” Cynthia said, going 
to the door with her two neighbors. 
“Come again, both of you.” After they 
left, she had to laugh, thinking of the 
expression of suppressed indignation on 

. Mrs. Reinhold’s face. 

Supper ready?” Joe called hungrily 
from his porch swing. 

“Almost,” Cynthia said. She re-read 
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the place in the book of Mexican cookery 
that explained the mysteries of the tor- 
tillas and sauce that were the first step 
in making enchiladas. The first tortilla 
had broken all to pieces in the sauce. 
And the ones in the cafe had been round 
and smooth. She tried heating the sauce 
more. Perhaps that was it. But this only 
seemed to make matters worse. Perhaps 
the tortillas should be heated first, then 
dropped into the warm sauce. She tried 
that. This worked. Once again she 
studied the book. “Put the grated cheese 
and grated or chopped onions on the hot 
tortilla and roll up.” The cheese! She 
had forgotten to grate the cheese! 

“Need any help?” Joe asked hopefully, 
on the verge of starvation. 

“Yes!” Cynthia admitted. 
help, And I’m going to get it!” 

Joe looked up, astonished, as Cynthia 
rushed out of the kitchen, through the 
porch and toward the steps. “Where to?” 
he inquired, jumping up from the porch 
swing. 


“IT need 


“Next door,” Cynthia said as  desper- 
ately as though she meant to commit 
murder. “I’m going to ask Rita—” 

Joe’s eyes lighted. “Say!” he com- 
mented. “That’s what I've been waiting 
for! And I’m glad youre going to break 
the ice at last.” 

Cynthia stared. “I can’t seem to make 
the enchiladas come out right and Rita 
knows how—” 

“Couldn't be a better time to ask 
them,” Joe went on with his own train 
of thought. “There’s a couple of points 
I wanted to work out with Victor on 
buying tools on the co-operative plan. If 
three or four of us could pool our 
funds—” 

Cynthia threw her arms around Joe’s 
neck and hugged him until it hurt. “Im 
so glad I married you instead of—instead 
of Mrs. Reinhold,” she finished. And 
both of them shouted at the incongruous 
thought. 

Rita and Victor graciously accepted 
their invitation to an informal supper. 
Rita insisted on bringing along the salad 
she had been preparing. Victor brought 
a big basket of oranges, which he said 
was only a part of a big box they had 
received as a gift. 

The evening passed pleasantly as the 
four young people talked of common 
plans and problems, and Rita and Victor 
enjoyed the records Joe played for them 
on their record player. 

At nine-o’clock next morning Cynthia 
was at the telephone forestalling Mrs. 
Reinhold’s attack. Having gone thus far, 
she meant to go all the way. 

“Tm having the neighbors in to meet 


Rita and Victor,” she told Mrs. Lapham 
and Mrs. Fogarty and so on down the 
block. “They are delightful young peo-- 
ple, and I know you will like them.” 

She could feel the moment of surprise 
at the other end of the line, the readjust- 
ment of attitude to fit the new situation. 
Cynthia and Joe had made friends in 
the neighborhood. They were all ex- 
G.I.’s with the exception of Mrs. Rein- 
hold and one or two others. Many of 
them were new in Texas, as Cynthia was. 
If Cynthia and Joe liked Victor and 
Rita, perhaps—selling the women on the 
idea was the main thing, Cynthia knew. 
The husbands would come, if their wives 
came. 

All but three couples came to the 
party. These three had excuses, valid or 
not Cynthia could only guess, and of 
course Mrs. Reinhold did not come. But 
everyone else enjoyed the party. There 
was plenty of music, plenty of good 
food, plenty of friendly talk. These peo- 
ple weren't really prejudiced, Cynthia 
thought. They were just afraid of Mrs. 
Reinhold! Afraid to step out of line 
until someone else took the lead. Chang- 
ing public opinion in any community 
took months, years, but it never was 
changed by people who said, “There’s 
nothing we can do about it.” Cynthia 
knew that on a hundred streets in the 
U.S.A. courageous spirits were setting 
new patterns. That was the way it would 
come—a step at a time. 

—Copyright 1950, by W. L. Jenkins 
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Religion--Which Shall It Be? 


It is true, as someone has said, that man is incurably 
religious. Man must be given the true God, or he will 
manufacture his own god. A modern instance proves the 
point. Recently a popular newsmagazine described the 
predicament of the average man in Japan. On the Em- 
peror’s birthday, he joined the thousands in the palace 
grounds. He took off his hat and bowed toward the 
palace. The people around him looked at him queerly. 
He was embarrassed, put on his hat, and walked away. 
The article stated that the Japanese do not know to whom 
to bow: the former Emperor-god who now admits he is 
only a human, mingles with the people, and goes to base- 
ball games. Should the common man bow to MacArthur, 
the American flag, or Democracy which he does not un- 
derstand? Communism is offering ready-made gods to 
them. One of today’s most important questions for the 
world’s future is, which god will Japan adopt? 

It is not a question of man having a religion, but 
rather what religion shall he have. Does it matter which 
it is? There are quite a few people today who say it 
does not matter, for they claim one religion is as good 
as another. Usually the person who says this is one who 
never studied the various religions nor compared them 
with each other. On the other hand, there are those who 
claim their religion is the one and only true religion and 
all others are false. This is said, sometimes, out of a blind 
loyalty to their own religion. Let us try to avoid both 
extremes by going to the various religions and consider- 
ing the facts which will answer the question, which re- 
ligion. shall it be? 

When we study the various religions we find there is 
a difference between having a god and the God. Hindu- 
ism, the oldest of the world’s living religions, had no 
founder, but had a communal origin. The god of Hindu- 
ism is an impersonal, philosophical Absolute, a World- 
Soul, which is beyond all physical and moral limitations. 
In spite of this, popular Hinduism has become polythe- 
istic, having many gods. There is little concern about 
their god. Each person may have any god he chooses, 
and morality is of little concern. The chief emphasis is 
upon keeping caste, the social position into which one was 
born. It is believed that if one does not keep his caste, he 
will return to earth by reincarnation to a lower caste, 
even as low as being an animal. Idolatry is associated 


*This is the fourth in Pastor John R. Brokhoff’s articles on, ‘““Why 
Be Religious?” Three other articles are to follow in the series, as fol- 
lows: “How Do You Get Religion?’”’; “Do You Have Religion?’’?; ‘What 
Do You Get Out of Religion?” 
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with their polytheism. In their temples are thousands of 


idols which they worship, pray to, and to whom sacrifices 
are offered. 


From an Atheist to a God 

Buddhism has a man-made god. The founder, Buddha, 
was an atheist. He preached against the belief in God 
and warned against prayer and worship. He was inter- 
ested only in escaping from a world of misery, and taught 
an 8-fold path of virtue as the means of escape. Though 
Buddha’s last words were against the worship of deity, he 
was made a god by his disciples and has more idols and 
images of himself than any other religion. 

Confucius, the founder of Confucianism, was an dg- 
nostic. He was not sure there was a Supreme Power. He 
taught, like Buddha, against worship and prayer, If there 
was a god, he taught that the Emperor of China was the 
only one permitted to worship him once each year. He 
did not claim to be an organizer of religion. He was only 
a moral teacher and a compiler of ancient wise sayings. 
He would have been horrified had he dreamed that later 
his followers would worship him and offer sacrifices of 
burnt animals to him as their god. 

Mohammedanism is a religion claiming monotheism, but 
its god, Allah, is not the same as our Heavenly Father. 
Mahomet borrowed the idea of the existence of only one 
God from the Jews. He rejected the Christian idea of 
the Trinity, three persons in one Godhead. Mahomet'’s 
conception of God was one of power. God was a mighty 
potentate whose will must be obeyed. Thus, the religion 
is known as Islam or Moslem, meaning “submission”. This 
god of absolute justice is a contrast to the Christian truth 
of a God of love and mercy. 

In contrast, Christianity gives us God as the Father of 
Jesus. The concept, Father, indicates the nature of God 
as love, mercy, goodness, kindness, and justice. He is not 
a philosophical concept or an ideal, but a personality with 
moral responsibility and intelligence. The God of Jesus 
is one with a concern for man. He created man, provides 
for him, sustains him in trouble, redeems him from sin, 
knows the smallest details about man, and answers his 
every need. Above all, this God enters into fellowship 
with man. By love God seeks man, makes a covenant 
with him, and adopts man as His child. Christianity does 
not have a God made by men’s minds or hands, but the 
true God who, through the centuries, has revealed Him- 
self to men and most perfectly in Jesus Christ. 
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Human vs. Divine Leaders 

A study of the various religions discloses another great 
difference: Christianity alone has a human and divine 
leader. The leaders of the non-Christian religions, being 
human, were sinful, but Jesus was perfect. Buddha was 
one who could not face the unpleasant realities of life and 
sought a refuge from them. - When his son was born, he 
forsook his family. At the age of 80 he died of dysentery 
after eating a heavy meal. Compare his end with Jesus’ 
death on the cross, a life completely spent in love of man. 

Confucius considered himself to be only a human—a 
student and teacher of morals. He confessed his limita- 
tions. He had a plan for a utopia for his country, but 
he did not succeed in having his teachings applied or 
accepted by the princes of his day. He died a discouraged 
and unsuccessful man. Compare this with Jesus’ shout 
of victory on the cross, “It is finished!” 

Mahomet, after the hegira in 622 A. D., set himself 
up as a dictator in Medina. He established the rule of 
Allah, and he claimed to be his last and greatest prophet. 
When he met with success and attained power, he became 
vindictive. He persecuted the Jews who would not ac- 
cept his new religion. He oppressed his former enemies. 
Later, he added military power to his religion, and made 
converts at the point of the sword. To permit him to do 
as he pleased, he would conveniently have visions. After 
his first wife’s death, a vision permitted him to take to 
himself 11 wives. When he wanted to marry the divorced 
wife of his son, he had a special revelation in a trance 
permitting him to do so. Yet Mohamet confessed that he 
was a mortal, and only a prophet. He admitted that he 
had no power to perform miracles. On his death bed, he 
prayed, “Lord, grant me pardon.” In contrast again, we 
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never heard of Jesus praying for forgiveness for Himself 
but only for others, especially His enemies who were kill- 
ing Him. Jesus did not have to pray for forgiveness be- 
cause He had no consciousness of sin. 

Jesus was spotless and perfect in every area of life. No 
man—friend or enemy—could ever in his lifetime or through 
history find a flaw in Jesus’ life. We can understand this 
when we realize that he was the divine Son of God. 


Are Non-Christian Religions Totally False? 

The third great difference in religions is one of morality 
and redemption. Other religions have a teacher of moral- 
ity, but only Christianity has a Saviour. Christians do not 
say that the other religions are completely false or worth- 
less. They contain partial and imperfect revelations of 
God. They have certain values which derive from the 
moral codes. The 8-fold path of Buddhism should be 
taken by Christians. Confucius stated the golden rule, 
though negatively, and his emphasis upon family deyo- 
tion is highly needed today. Mahomet rightly emphasized 
prayer, and we Christians need to be ashamed at our 
neglect of prayer in comparison to the frequent times of 
prayer of the Mohammedans. Every Christian should fol- 
low Mahomet’s teaching of submitting to God’s will. 

So far so good, but in the very fact that they are only 
teachings there is the limitation of the non-Christian re- 
ligions. They tell us how to live, but they cannot give us 
the power to live the precepts or to assure us of forgive- 
ness when we fail. By eamestly trying to obey these codes 
of ethics some, from the viewpoint of society, live a good 
life, but are they living a life satisfactory to God? To be 
pleasing to God, according to the Bible, man must be as 
perfect as God Himself and must obey His laws and will 
in every detail. Since it is humanly impossible to be mor- 
ally perfect, we can never be in harmonious relations with 
God. If we are apart from God because of our sin, we 
cannot say we are “saved”. Ghandi, spiritual leader of 
millions, had a high regard for Jesus and practiced the 
teaching of the Sermon on the Mount better than many 
modern Christians. Yet he never accepted Jesus as his 
Saviour. A few days before his assassination, an American 
correspondent asked him, “A few years ago when I inter- 
viewed you, you said you were searching for the light. 
Have you found that light now?” Ghandi answered, “No, 
I have not found the light. I am still searching for it.” 
There is the tragedy of one of the noblest lives lived in 
modern times. He was good, but he was not perfectly 
satisfied. If he had accepted Christ as his Saviour, he 
would have found the light in Him who said, “I am the 
light of the world.” 


What Man Cannot Do 

Christianity is different in being a religion of redemp- 
tion. Yes, it has a moral code, the highest of any religion 
—the Sermon on the Mount. Yet, to Christianity, morality 
is secondary. Of primary concern is man’s redemption 
through Christ on the cross. It is a gospel of good tidings 
that what man could not do for himself, God has done 
for him through Christ. Salvation is not a work of man, 
but a gift of God. “By grace are ye saved through faith, 
and not of yourselves. It is a gift of God.” Christ died 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


= 


so that we would not have to die. He rose again so that 
we could live eternally. He suffered for our sins so we 
would not suffer. He opened the way to God so that we 
might return to God. Because of this, Christianity has 
always claimed that it is the one and only religion of 
salvation. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life. No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Again 
He said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” In like man- 
ner, St. Peter declared, “There is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. 
St. Paul gave a simple answer when asked how a man 
might be saved: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” ; : 

Some people rebel against this exclusive claim of Chris- 
tianity. They say that it does not fit into the idea of a 
good and loving God. Why would God not want to save 
all men if He loves them? If you ask whether a man 
without Christ is lost, the answer must be “yes”. There 
are two kinds of people without Christ. One group, like 
those living in a remote section of the world, may never 
have heard there was a Christ. Why, some ask, would 
these be condemned? They would not necessarily be con- 
demned by God, for Paul in Romans says that they shall 
be judged according to their works and according to their 
consciences, the natural law within them, and according 
to the light they received. 


The One and Only Way 
The other group consists of those who have every op- 
por:unity to hear the good news. They can hear the 
gospel over the radio. They live in a city where there 
is a church on almost every corner. They may even be 


We 


co io wir frente erie ¥ 
sensor yg A OT ALT AS 
os Y acm phoest a6 : se 


Acme 


This imag>? of Buddha is but one of many 
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Christianity is different, being a religion of redemption 
which centers in the Cross of Christ. 


members of our own families. They deliberately reject 
the gospel. They despise the Word. If these continue to 
rebel until death, we can give no hope conceming their 
souls’ salvation. Yet, this does not mean that God auto- 
cratically condemns then to hell. Remember, He is love. 
He wants all men to be saved. Jesus said He was sent 
to call sinners to repentanze and to seek and save that 
which was lost. In John 3:16 we read “. . . that whoso- 
ever believeth shou!d not perish but have everlasting life.” 
That is what God wants for every soul—life, peace, joy, 
heaven. For this reason Jesus gave, as His final words 
before His ascension, the commission: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature.” If we 
suffer and go to hell, God does not send us there, but 
we choose to go there by our defiance of Christ and our 
rebellion against God. All parents understand this: they 
urge their child to avoid a pitfall because he will get 
hurt, but out of pure contrariness he disobeys and is in- 
jured. He may suffer for life, but this was not the wish 
of the parents. Likewise, God does not desire anyone to 
suffer but would gather all mankind into His loving arms. 

Hume. in his authoritative book, “The World’s Living 
Religions,” gives an analysis of the strength and weak- 
nesses of each religion. Under the weakness of Christian- 
ity, there is listed the shirking of responsibilities in apply- 
ing the teachings of Jesus to life, the divisions in the 
church, and the emphasis upon doctrines to the neglect of 
practical Christianity. All of the weaknesses are those of 
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Formal setting apart of the elements by the pastor 
at Holy Communion. 


Suppose you were to receive a personal invitation from 
the president of the United States to have an interview 
with him in Washington. Certain things would very prob- 
ably happen, beginning as soon as you opened the letter 
containing the invitation. Your first experience would 
quite likely be a feeling of high excitement. After that, 
you would have to decide what to do about the invita- 
tion. You would have two possible choices—acceptance 
or rejection. Let’s assume that you accept the invitation. 
Then you would go about making serious plans for the 
important interview to which you have been invited. Be- 
sides the matter of clothing and other incidentals for your 
trip, your serious preparation would include some deep 
thinking about what you would do when you actually 
met your host who is the Chief Executive of our great 
country. Perhaps right at this point, if it had not occurred 
earlier, a certain misgiving might enter into your mind. 
Possibly it could be expressed something like this, “But 
I am not good enough to meet the President of the United 
States.” Maybe you aren't, but I suspect that your feel- 
ing about it wouldn’t keep you from going to Washing- 
ton. After thinking it over for a while, the real point 
forces itself into your attention. It is this—regardless of 
how you feel about your worthiness or unworthiness to 
accept the invitation, the person who sent it to you con- 
sidered you fit to receive it. That’s why he sent it to you. 
And so you accept. Then comes the interview itself and 
all its memorable experience. After that would be the 
consequences of your personal visit with your distinguished 
host. Probably one result of it would be to furnish a 


°The writer is the popular pastor of the Church of the Advent, 
New York City, and has served other parishes in Akron, Ohio, and 
Indianapolis, Indiana. His present church is a center of Lutheran student 
work in the metropolitan area. 
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topic of conversation unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of your descendants. But there surely would be much 
more important consequences than that. 

Now, as a matter of fact, each of us has received a per- 
sonal invitation from Someone far greater than any Presi- 
dent of the United States. In the Holy Communion the 
eternal God Himself has personally invited each of us to 
come and receive what He has to give. And perhaps our 
reactions to this most. important invitation in our lives 
are not too different from those we experience in the sup- 
position with which this article began. At any rate, let 
us consider our coming to the Holy Communion in these 
ways. 


Whom Does God Invite? 

He invites each one of us to come and receive the 
boundless blessings He is so eager to bestow. In that part 
of the Order for Public Confession Preparatory to the 
Holy Communion known as The Exhortation, we are in- 
formed that this Sacrament is for “those who humbly con- 
fess their sins and who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness.” No mention is made of those who need no repent- 
ance, for they presumably wouldn’t need forgiveness. But 
we are not trying to find out who God is not inviting, 
we want to know the persons to whom His gracious in- 
vitation is specifically directed. The term “sinners” would 
include them all, for that is an exact description of every- 
body. A diligent examination of our own thoughts, words, 
and deeds would leave no other honest course open to us 
than to acknowledge that each of us is guilty of some 
kind of disloyalty to God. 

Possibly at this juncture of our preparation someone 
is liable to give voice to the familiar statement, “I do not 
feel good enough to go to Communion.” Let’s face that 
statement squarely and see what can be done to meet it. 
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The statement may be sincere or it may be insincere. 
Let us think of it first as an insincere expression. In that 
case, it means giving reasons for not doing something that 
we didn’t intend to do in the first place. Obviously, if 
there is to be any cure for such a condition, it will have 
to be something more than rational argument. The state- 
ment may be an expression of something far deeper than 
merely feeling unworthy. It may be only one of the many 
forms of trying to evade God that human beings conjure 
up as excuses. Or it may be simply a highly disguised form 
of laziness. Or it may be a kind of inverted pride in 
which a person actually feels superior but wants to cre- 
ate the impression that he is far too inferior. If it be an 
insincere statement, God alone can deal with it completely. 
But it is possible for the rest of us to pray on behalf of 
all such persons that they may eventually mature into the 
stature of honest men before God. 

If the expression, “I do not feel good enough to go to 
Communion”, be a sincere statement, the answer to it can 
most certainly be given that it is just such persons God 
had in mind when He sent His Son into the world to 
seek and save those who feel unworthy. Christ came to 
redeem the one who admittedly needs saving, not “the 
ninety and nine who need no repentance.” The whole 
point of the matter is that God considers us worthy to 
receive the Sacrament. Certainly anybody can think of 
dozens of ways in which he is not worthy to come into 
the Holy Presence of God. “That’s right,” replies our 
Father, “I know all that about you. But I want you to 
come anyhow.” 

A peculiar sort of theology and a peculiar sort of psy- 
chology has sometimes infiltrated into people’s minds 
about their fitness to come to the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. Unfortunately some of it has fastened itself upon 
some Lutherans in spite of our catechetical system. It’s 
an imported Roman Catholic idea that a saint is some- 
body who is extraordinarily good and who therefore is 
entitled to God’s love. Well, the cure for such nonsense is 
to read the New Testament, particularly Paul’s letters to 
the Churches in Rome, Corinth, Ephesus -and Galatia, 
and find there the truth about it. 

According to the New Testament a saint and a sinner 
are exactly the same person. The saint is a sinner who 
has admitted his deficiencies and trusts in Christ Jesus to 
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Peni‘ent sinners receiving the Ho!y Communion at the hands 
of their devoted pastor. 


forgive them. As long as he lives, a saint will readily ad- 
mit that he sins and he will also never cease to rejoice 
that he is called a son by none other than the Lord of the 
universe. In brief, as our Lutheran Church has always 
taught, God declares a sinner to be a saint in virtue of 
Christ’s work of redemption. Sainthood is not an earned 
degree. It is conferred in mercy by the grace of God. 
The fact that it is unearned and can’t be earned makes 
it all the more precious to those who receive it. They 
know the only righteousness they have is that given by 
God. And because it is H's, it is sure and impregnable. 
A Christian is saved by his faith and not by his feelings. 

Let Doctor Martin Luther speak to this theme. In his 
Commentary on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (chapter 
4, verses 6 and 7) he says: “We must not judge, there- 
fore, according to the feeling of our own heart, but ac- 
cording to the Word of God” and “We must not measure 
this thing by our own reason or by our own feeling, but 
by the promise of God.” And in the following quotation 
from the same source, Luther summarizes the sure posi- 
tion of the sinner who is also a saint: “This is the reason 
that our doctrine is most sure and certain, because it 
carries us out of ourselves, that we should not lean to 
our own strength, our own conscience, our own feeling, 
our own person and our own works: but to that which is 
outside us, that is to say, to the promise and truth of 
God, which can not deceive us.” 

Our conclusion as Lutheran Christians must be that, 
if we acknowledge sincerely that we are not good enough 
to go to Communion, we are assuredly the persons for 
whom God intended the Sacrament. Therefore, we should 
not hesitate to come with joy to receive Him. 


Preparation for Coming into tne Presence of God 
The Church has furnished a guide for the use of Chris- 
tians who desire to come into God’s Presence in the Holy 
Communion. It is known as the Order for Public Confes- 
sion and it begins on page 289 (Music Edition) in the 
Common Service Book. In many congregations, where 
(Continued on Page 29) 
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IS SCHOOLWORK GETTING YOU DOWN? Are 
the teachers bearing down on you for assignments, exams, 
reports? Isn’t this the time when the last vacation seems 
so long ago and the next one so far away? 


Did you moan, “Ah, yes, how true!”? Shame on you. 
Who’s to blame? The teachers? The school system? You? 

Perhaps it is the teacher’s fault—or maybe the school 
system does need revision. But, JUST FOR FUN, let’s 
pretend you are the weak link; and (hold on, don’t run 
away; finish out the round) if you act now the whole 
picture will change. It is really very simple. No. I take 
that back. It isn’t simple 
at all. It isn’t even easy. 
But you will find that it 
is worth a try. Are you 
ready? Start here: 

Be honest with your- 
self, your teachers, your 
classmates. 

Resolve to take advan- 
tage of all the oppor- 
tunities offered to you 
thorough formal public 
school education. Study 
not only to learn the facts, but also the “why” behind 
them. Don’t just memorize and cram for tests in a fury. 
Rather, digest the daily lessons, find at least one item of 
interest in each paragraph or chapter and you can’t for- 
get it! What is more, you will still know it after the 
exam is history. 

BUT—(caution, warning, DANGER!) learn how to use 
the information, too. Just as some of the formulas learned 
in chemistry or mathematics may be used destructively, 
so the principles of bookkeeping or social studies require 
sound judgment and integrity in application. In fact, it 
should be clear to you—a Luther Leaguer—that your men- 
tal development must be matched by spiritual develop- 
ment. You, of all people, are expected to have a Christian 
attitude in all things. 


“What does that have to do with getting the most out 
of school?” you query. More than you may think. Educa- 
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tion involves the heart as well as the mind. (That is why 
our Church is so vitally concerned about this Christian 
Higher Education Year.) 


St. Paul wrote to young Timothy: “Study to show thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” He also 
wrote: “Walk as children of light; (for the fruit of the 
Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and _ truth) 
proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” 


There is a consequence, an aftermath. What you think, 
and say, and do may affect many people. It is the same 
with what you are learning, or what you fail to learn. 
The effects—and the defects—will be revealed sooner or 
later. 

There is a saying, “Nothing succeeds like success.” 
Isn’t it true that passing grades and the satisfaction of 
work well done really give your morale a boost? When 
you do your part to make school interesting you will be 
bound to have happier relations with your teachers, and 
you will not have to “gripe” or apologize to your class- 
mates. In fact, you will be respected by teachers and 
classmates (and undoubtedly envied by the latter). Fur- 
thermore, you will be putting something into your work, 
as well as reaping benefits. 


This may seem like a dull season in school. For some, 
only three months remain till the end of the term. But 
it is a splendid time to buckle down, pull the loose ends 
together, and spurt over the finish line with flying colors! 
It is all up to you. Will you make the effort? 


I DARE YOU! 
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March Newspaper Party 


Send out invitations made up to rep- 
resent the front page of an Extra edition 
of a newspaper stating the time and 
place. 

Decorations 

The room.should be decorated with 
red and black streamers with cut out 
pictures and advertisements pinned to 
the curtains and hung on the walls. 

As each person enters the room, give 
him a card with one of the following 
words written on it: Editorial, Sports, 
Society, Jokes, Locals. Try to arrange 
it so that an even number of people will 
be in each section as they will later be 
divided into teams. 


Games 

A good ice-breaker for a newspaper 
party can be called “Making Sentences”. 
Pin on each guest a word so that by 
combining a number of them, sentences 
may be constructed. Have your guests 
group the words into sentences and see 
who gets the largest number. Example: 
“A handsome young man took his beauti- 
ful sister and mother for a ride one 
afternoon in his snappy roadster. The 
car stopped. It was found that the en- 
gine was broken. A beautiful girl came by 
in her car and picked them up.” It may 
be easily seen that a number of sen- 
tences may be formed by those having 
these words. Example: “A handsome 
young man was broke.” “A beautiful 
girl picked up an engine.” “A snappy 
girl picked up a handsome man”. 


Pied Type 

Pied Newspaper Terms will give 
the guests a chance to quiet down and 
relax before the next game. Have them 
untangle the following terms. 

Troted (Editor) 

Ublisherp (Publisher ) 

Wens (News) 

Artex (Extra) 

Sepsr (Press ) 

Adyil (Daily) 

Buscriberss (Subscribers ) 

Itocyse Tedoir (Society Editor) 

Ropetrer (Reporter ) 


* Miss June Martin is currently president of 
the Luther League of the Georgia-Alabama 
Synod and lives in Savannah. 
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Forpo Aedrer (Proof Reader) 
Icyt Dteiro (City Editor) 
Kame-pu nam (Make up man) 
Ginistrevda Erganam 

(Advertising Manager ) 
Dtecoiasas Ersps (Associated Press ) 
Culcirtanoi Regaman 

(Circulation Manager) 
Linfa Inotdei (Final Edition) 


Ad Relay 

Newspaper Advertisement Relay. Have 
five identical copies of the daily paper 
placed on a table. Give to each team 
identical lists of advertisements found in 
the paper. At a given signal members 
must walk to table, unfold paper, find ad- 
vertisement, cut it out, fold paper, and 
return to end of the line. The team fin- 
ishing first wins. 


Editing the Paper 
Ask each team to get out their page 
for the paper. The Jokes team must find 
some humor, the Society team some so- 
cial items, etc. A reporter from each 
team may go around gleaning informa- 
tion while the others compose the ar- 
ticles. When the paper has been “put” 

together, guests may read it. 


Creative Art 

Give each person a piece of newspaper 
about 4 the size of the usual newspaper 
sheet. Form two teams or more if the 
crowd warrants it. Have the teams 
seated. At a given signal one member of 
each team stands, puts the paper behind 
his back and tears out the figure of what- 
ever object has been called by the M. C. 
Dog, cat, cow, camel and other animals 
are challenging to the player’s ability 
and result in interesting formations. 

If possible, have space on a bulletin 
board allotted to each team. Then each 
player may thumb-tack his creation to 
the board. Players from each team com- 
pete against each other until all have 
had a turn. The team producing the most 
recognizable replicas of the animals may 
be rewarded with a prize. The individual 
player whose figure is most realistic may 
also receive an award. Perhaps a blue 
ribbon might be attached to the best- 
formed animal. 


By June Maritin* 


Nimble and Quick 

Arrange two rows of chairs facing 
each other, with the chairs of each row 
side by side touching. Place on each 
chair a section of a newspaper which 
has been completely disarranged. The 
numbers of the pages should not be in 
sequence and some of the pages should 
be upside down. No one is to handle 
the paper until the signal is given. The 
players stand in front of their chairs. 
At the signal, they pick up the news- 
paper and sit down. Their job is to re- 
arrange the pages so that they are in 
proper order. When this iss accomplished, 
the player runs to a table at the head 
of the line and gives his paper to one 
of the judges who checks it to make 
sure it is in correct order. If it is not in 
order, the player must return to his 
seat and correct his error. If the section 
is in order, the judges place it on the 
pile for the player’s team. The winning 
team has the honor of being the most 
skillful manipulators of newspapers on 
street cars or subways. 


Quipsters 


Gather cartoons from various news- 
papers. Cut the captions from the pic- 
tures. Number the cartoons and_ post 
them around the wall. Have the group 
divided into couples and give each cou- 
ple a paper and pencil. The game may 
then proceed irf either of these ways. 

Partners may be asked to write their 
own captions for each cartoon. This will 
give the wise guys a chance to do their 
stuff. Or a second version of the game 
is to use the original captions cut from 
the cartoons and lettered. These, too, are 
posted around. The job is then to match 
picture No. 1 with its original caption, 
the players indicating their choice by 
writing on their papers the letter of the 
caption by the number of the picture. 
Set a time limit for the game. At the 
end of the time, have the group be 
seated and if original captions were writ- 
ten, have them read. If matching was 
done, the M.C. should read the correct 
answer list. 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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Hello! . . . and welcome to the Swap Shop! The “lion” 
is really roaring today, isn’t he? But our fire isn't doing 
badly either, so come over and sit down. By the way, 
we hope that you did not come solely to meet Education 
Committee members Lib Huddle, Nancy Petry, Jean Kuhn 
and Ralph Bagger because they were unable to be here 
today. Again! Hope springs eternal, though, and we con- 
tinue to expect them one day soon. 


What's new in your League? We have not heard from 
tco many people lately. (Writer’s cramp, no doubi!) How 
is Operation Spiritual? We have been thinking about 
that recently, especially, because this is the time for Phase 
Five—the s-udy of the life of Christ as recorded in the 
Gospel according to St. Mark. We particularly like this 
part of the pregram because it is private and daily. The 
whole purpose of Operation Sp-ritual in its idea stage 
was to deepen and strengthen the individual Leaguer’s 
faith in God and Christ Jesus. Changes were made in the 
original program as conceived by Immediate Past Presi- 
dent Howard Logan, not always for the better we thought. 
Then came the suggestions of the special committee for 
Operation Spiritual, chairmaned by Ruth Blackbum, and 
our enthusiasm really hit high “C”! 


The study of Philippians was wonderful Re-emphasis 
on the study of the Bble in daily devotions was good. 
The Prayer Laboratory was fine. (That was Project Three, 
scheduled for January, and we are most curious to hear 
“wot hoppened” in your League.) The Christ in Every 
Purse plan may have been new to your League. last month, 
but it has been going on in Ohio since October, 1948. 
Ohio Leaguers brought it to Roanoke and it has now be- 
come a part of the Operation of the Luther League of 
America ever since. We know a Luther Leaguer who 
used it on his Christmas card—and offered to send extra 
copies of the picture to any of his friends who wanted 
them for family or close friends! Nice, no?! (You can 
secure them from Headquarters, 405 Muhlenberg Build- 
ing, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania, 
$4.00 per hundred, 50c per dozen. Better order extras; 
you'll be giving them away.) 
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Which brings the conversation around the circle to, the 
Life of Christ part again. Have you secured your study 
guides from Headquarters yet? We can’t supply you here; 
our stock is always small and it has long since been dis- 
tributed. 


Speaking of faith and evangelism reminds us of some 
Extension notes we read not too long ago in the Brook- 
lyn “District Flashes”. What they chose to call a “flying 
squadron” of Brooklyn District visited the youth groups of 
Holy Trinity Church in Flatbush where they presented 
the Luther League program and extended a big, warm 
welcome to the Leagues to join the District. But that’s 
not all. At Redeemer Church (Avenue D) Doris Birdsall 
recommended the Luther League program to the young 
people, who, in turn invited District Prexy Al Tiedemann 
to be a guest speaker. It was Al’s privilege to extend an- 
other invitation to a new group to join the District. And 
that’s not all, either! Prexy Al and sixty other Leaguers 
had previously welcomed back to the active fold the 
League from St. Luke’s—plus a brand new League at Zion! 
The goal of the Luther League of America is “50,000 by 
le misn tate 

Which reminds us of something else: locale, New 
York State again. This year the Seniors of New York are 
writing essays (four hundred to seven hundred and fifty 
words) on the subject, “We Follow Christ”. Instructions 
or rules state that they are to tell in their own words what 
Operation Spiritual has done to make their lives more 
abundant. Winner of the state contest will receive a 
$25.00 scholarship to Silver Bay Summer School or Pine 
Crest Dunes Camp. How about that? (Attention New 
York officers! The Swap Shop would dearly love to have 
a copy of the winning essay!) 

Meantime, through all of this, regular League meetings 
go on better than usual, we should think. And “a good 
Luther League meeting is one that is led by anybody. 
enjoyed by everyone, monopolized by no one—and where 
everybody is somebody!” (We quote from Brooklyn “Dis- 
trict Flashes’.) Also, we might add, a good Luther League 
is one whose members read The Review. How anyone 
can be an active, well-informed Leaguer without knowing 
what the Luther League of America is emphasizing or 
what other Leagues in other areas are doing, is a deep, 
dark mystery to us! Points at which we cooperate with 
the Church and the other Boards and Agencies of the 
Church may also be found in The Review, and in no other 
place. You need The Review just as much as you need 
your favorite daily paper or the newest copy of “Seven- 
teen”! You probably remember the rhyme about the 
horseshoe nail: 

“For want of a nail, the shoe was lost; 

For want of a shoe, the horse was lost; 

For want of the horse, the rider was lost; 
For want of the rider, the battle was lost; 
For want of the battle, the kingdom was lost; 
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail.” 


Perish the thought that your meeting and/or your 
League should fail, all for the want ofa “horseshoe nail”! 
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Bible Cross- 


Whrd eels 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Our study this month leads us to con- 


sider 


another of the Old Testament 


worthies—Jacob, one of the three great- 


est 


names in Hebrew history. The ref- 


erences, with one exception, are to the 
Book of Genesis. 


ACROSS 

1 Mineral spring 

5 “and lay down in that place to...” 
28:11 

8 een of Moab Num. 21:15 

9 “... thou art my bone and my flesh” 
"99: 14 

12 Number of Psalm beginning, “O Lord, 
pure. me not in thine anger” 

13 “arise, . . . thee out from this land” 
31:13 

15 Uncle of ee 

16 “and poured . . . upon the top of it” 

28:18 

17 “and... it up for a pillar” 28:18 

19 Rude person 

20 “and didst not . . . me” 31:27 

21 “>. me away, that I may go unto 
mine own place” 30:25 

22 “wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the .. .” 32:24 

24 Therefore 

25 Social insect 

26 “I will serve thee . . years for 
Rachel” 29:18 

29 eranden snes ord. hath blessed thee 
since my coming” 30:30 

381 “I am the . God of Abraham thy 
father” 28:13 

82 “It... in the power of my hand to 
do you hurt” 31:29 

35 Nehemiah (abbr. ) 

87 “and set his sons and his wives upon 
ceed Uk 

41 Bank (abbr.) 

43 Before - 

44 “and make there an . . . unto God” 
35:1 

45 Far down 

47 Atlantic State (abbr. ) 

48 Victorian Order (abbr.) 

49 Sunday (abbr. ) 

50 Each (abbr.) 

51 Number of Psalm beginning, “Hear 
me when I call, O God” 

52 “to go to Isaac his father . . . the 
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land of Canaan” 31:18 

“.. . is none other but the house of 
God” 28:17 

“God went up from him in the... 
where he talked with him” 35:13 


First wife of Jacob 

Normal temperature and_ pressure 
(abbr. ) 

“as though I had . . . the face of 
God” 33:10 


1950 


Our text is 9, 29, 31, 32, 52, 53, and 54 


ll a ee 
[eo oon) PN i) AD OOD re 


ww 
PaaS 


combined 


DOWN 


Droop 

a for Esau his brother” 

Bulletin (abbr. ) 

Feminine name 

Synonym (abbr. ) 

Wrongs 

“took the stone that he had put for 
hissy ns'4.26218 

Jacob’s wife 

“he dreamed, and behold a...” 
28:12 

“T will surely give the . . 
28:22 

Old English (abbr. ) 

Traffic Director (abbr.) 

Territory (abbr. ) 

Western Continent (abbr. ) 


82:13 


. unto thee” 


> 


“angels of God ascending on it 

“And Jacob vowed a...” 28:20 

“all that thou seest is...” 31:43 

“thou knowest my . . . which I have 
done thee” 30:26 

Muzzle- loading rifle (abbr. es 

“the top of it ae tOjn a One 

Raise frivolous objections 

“And Jacob was left . . .” 32:24 


Mountain (abbr. ) 
“in thy seed shall all the families 


of the .. . be blessed” 28:14 

“My brethren, whence... ye” 29:4 

“and will . . . thee in all places 
whither thou goest” 28:15 

“thy seed shall be as the . . . of the 
earth” 28:14 

Chums 


“what is my ... , that thou hast so 
hotly pursued” 31:36 
Agricultural Engineer (abbr. ) 


PRE eeles 
EERE 


“And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name 
Israel.” —Gen. 35:10. 
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News Notes 


® ILLINOIS 

The 54th Annual Convention of the Lu- 
ther League of Illinois, held at Faith 
Lutheran Church, St. Louis, Mo., was 
enlightening and inspirational. The 167 
Leaguers and pastors who registered car- 
ried away with them new goals and new 
ideas for their local Leagues. 

The theme of the convention was “The 
Ships of Life” and the Leaguers of Faith 
Lutheran Church carried out the theme 
very successfully. After registration on 
Friday afternoon League Labs were held 
at which time Personal Christianity, De- 
yotions, Business, and Social Aspects of 
Luther League work were discussed. On 
Friday evening the opening worship serv- 
ice was led by David Endres. After the 
official opening of the convention by 
President Evelyn Kusch and the adopt- 
ing of the convention program, Miss 
Ielene Ufkes, who was the Luther 
League Ambassador to China as part of 
the China-Skeldon Missionary Project, 
showed slides on our Mission in China 
and told of her work in China. 

On Saturday morning, Dr. H. J. Mc- 
Guire delivered the message, “Worship, 
a Ship of Life”, at the Communion serv- 
ice. The sacrament of Holy Communion 
was administered by Pastors M. C. 
Feichert and T. Bolton. The first busi- 
ness session followed during which the 
officers’ reports were presented. Omer 
Lakeman, Missionary Secretary, reported 
that the German Youth Missionary Pro- 
ject for 1948-49 had gone over the top. 

Luncheon was served by the host 
church under the supervision of Alex 
Toth, President of St. Louis District. 
Telene Ufkes was the speaker and in- 
formed the Leaguers of the latest data of 
Luther League work and activities. 

At the afternoon session the opening 
devotions were presented by Richard 
Preis, Life Service Secretary. He spoke 
on “Discipleship, a Ship of Life”. Dur- 
ing the afternoon session the Life Serv- 


ice flag was presented with eight new - 


crosses added. The Life Service Secre- 
tary also presented the Life Service Hon- 
or Roll of pictures, something new in the 
department. An invitation was received 
from Chicago District to have the 1950 
convention in Chicago. The invitation 
was eagerly accepted. The report of the 
nominating committee was presented and 
the following officers were elected: 
President, Evelyn Kusch, Springfield; 
First Vice-President, Richard Preis, Chi- 
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cago; Second Vice-President, Ruth John- 
son, Aurora; Secretary, Alice Nielson, 
East St. Louis; Treasurer, Verna Engel- 
hardt, Chicago. 

The banquet was held Saturday even- 
ing at Mount Moriah Masonic Temple. 
The banquet address was delivered by 
Dr. Walter Kaitschuk on “Fellowship, a 
Ship of Life”. Following the banquet 
entertainment was provided. 

The Sunday School opening worship 
service was led by Richard Horst, Presi- 
dent of Northern District. The Sunday 
School lesson was taught by Rey. Opal 
Meyer. At the Sunday morning worship 
service Rey. Arthur Neumann, Pastor of 
Faith Lutheran Church, delivered the 
message, “The Flagship—Stewardship”. 
Rev. Meyer installed the newly elected 
officers and the new departmental secre- 
taries who were: Life Service, Dale Hult- 
gren, Garnavillo, Iowa; Missionary, Wen- 
dell Mathews, Burlington, Iowa; Educa- 
tional, Mary Dudas, Washington; Inter- 
mediate, Mrs. Virginia Mueller, Steele- 
ville. 

A most successful convention was then 
closed by Evelyn Kusch, the re-elected 
President. 


@ MINNESOTA 

One hundred and thirty-five Minne- 
sota Luther Leaguers gathered together 
at Camp Iduhapi on the shores of Lake 
Independence, January 28 and 29, for 
their annual winter camp. 

The theme of the camp was “Christ 
In Every Heart,” and the entire devo- 
tional and fellowship activities were cen- 
tered around this theme. Many of the 
Leaguers came away with a much en- 
riched spiritual experience. Ages ranged 
from the Intermediate group of the 
League through the Young Adult Fel- 
lowship. 

At the banquet Saturday night, Pastor 
Clarence B. Lund of St. Paul, leader of 
the singing at the national convention 
at Roanoke, gave a wonderful message 
devoted to life service. 

The dean of the camp was Pastor 
Louis Ulrich of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Minneapolis. He led in a fire- 
light devotional and sing before retiring 
Saturday night. At the regular church 
service Sunday morning, he spoke on, 
“Who Is Your Brother?” 

Paul Himmelman, a seminary student 
at Northwestern Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, had a Bible study discussion 


group Sunday morning on the Book of 
Daniel. For an hour he held the rapt 
attention of all the Leaguers, as he pre- 
sented a very humorous, touching, and 
inspirational discussion. 

During Saturday afternoon it was al- 
most too warm to ski, skate, and tobog- 
gan. There was a 50 degree drop in 
temperature during the night, and fires 
went out in all the cabins save one. 
Getting up in the morning will long be 
remembered by all the Leaguers in at- 
tendance at the 1950 winter camp. 

Very clever skits were put on by 
Faith, St. Paul, and Holy Trinity, Min- 
neapolis. There was a full program of 
singing led by Pastor Lund and Louis 
Dehnel, member-at-large of the execu- 
tive committee of the Luther League of 
America. 

The fact that the camp was a finan- 
cial success may be attributed in part 
to the treasurer of the Minnesota Luther 
League, Howie Nessel, who was in 
charge of the camp. Louis Dehnel, Mar- 
ion Olson, and Dave Wasgatt, president, 
served on the committee. 


® OHIO 

“Outstanding” is the adjective to be 
written across the program of the fifty- 
third annual Luther League of Ohio con- 
vention, held October 28-30 at Trinity 
Church, Akron. First, 597 Luther Lea- 
guers attended the sessions, making this 
convention the largest in the history of 
the LLO. 

Second, the messages of the speakers, 
Dr. Ralph W. Loew, Buffalo, New York; 
Alvin Schaediger, Cliffside Park, New 
Jersey; and Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, pas- 
tor of the host church, set forth keen 
challenges to the Leaguers. 

The convention addresses came under 
the general theme, “Whatever You Do”. 

Third, an integrated, harmonious con- 
vention program maintained the Lea- 
guers’ interest from beginning to end. 


Foreign Missions Fellowship 

The Foreign Mission Fellowship of 
Wittenberg college brought international 
atmosphere to the convention. All stu- 
dents at Wittenberg college or Hamma 
Divinity school, Fellowship members. are 
looking forward to mission work in the 
future. Parker Anspach presided during 
the presentation. 

The first speaker, Betty Swavely, born 
and raised in India, described the coun- 
try and people of India. Sam Ujei, sec- 
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ond member, told how the Japanese feel 
since the war and pictured briefly the 
economic and _ political situations there. 
A second generation Nisei, he spent sev- 
eral years in Japan during and after the 
war. 


Gerald Currens, third member of the 
Fellowship, portrayed a Christian na- 
tive in Liberia, Africa, as he learned in 
the mission schools and then as he took 
his place—a Chirstian worker among his 
countrymen. 

Daniel Chu, who will return to China 
as.a national pastor after his ordination, 
spoke about his homeland. Mr. Chu 
praised the work of the LLA in China. 
He then described mission work in China 
as it is now being carried on, and also 
described the attitude of the Chinese 
toward Americans. 


SHORT LINES 


The Salem Lutheran reports that the 
Luther Leagues of that church (Salem, 
Fremont, Nebraska) are holding a series 
of foik game parties, something a_ bit 
different in the field of Luther League 
social activities. 


The Luther Lite, bi-monthly paper of 
the Luther League of Zion Lutheran 
Church, Manheim, Pa., reports that their 
League studied the subject of “Prayer” 
as well as entered into the Prayer Lab- 
oratory experience proposed by The 
Luther League of America during the 
month of January. Two congregational 
projects on their list of services for the 
year include: the purchase of a type- 
writer for the church, and decorating 
for Easter. A new bulletin board for the 
church and new hymnals for the League 
were recent purchases. 


The Columbia District Luther League 
is now in the midst of holding their 
annual basketball tournament. One of 
the rules for eligibility of players is es- 
pecially worthy of mention here; name- 
ly, players must attend three out of four 
Sundays a month for each of the two 
months preceding the actual playing of 
the tournament. 


John (Sonny) Ray, Jr., Treasurer of 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Louisville, 
Kentucky, was awarded a medal as “the 
most outstanding boy in the class (South- 
ern Junior High) and the best all-around 
student-citizen of the community.” The 
award is presented to a boy and a girl 
annually by the Beechmont Civic Club 
of Louisville. Last year, Sonny was thé 
first Boy Scout in Kentucky to receive 
his Church’s Pro Deo Et Patria award. 
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The Intermediate Luther League of 
St. David’s Lutheran Church, Davids- 
ville, Pa., has something which we have 
not known to be duplicated anywhere 
else. Their Intermediate League has a 
junior division, which sponsored a Christ- 
mas party for 36 junior age boys and 
girls. 


The Christmas Eve Service, held at 
9:00 P. M., at Jerome Lutheran Church, 
Jerome, Pa., was in charge of the Luther 
League of the Church. After a carol sing 
the League presented a short play, “If 
He Had Not Come”. An offering of $25 
was received for the altar fund of Camp 
Sequanota, the Johnstown District Lu- 
ther League’s own camp. 


The Luther Leaguers of Trinity 
Church, Johnstown, Pa., are an active lot 
of young people. An unusual feature of 
their work is an “Activity Hour”. The 
crafts learned and practiced during this 
period include: plaster work, piano, 
needle-craft, felt, paper work, weaving, 
plastics, “Twish’em” art, and beadcraft. 
A very practical project just completed 
was the painting of the office of the pas- 
tor and that of the parish deaconess. 


The Senior Luther League of Mt. 
Tabor Lutheran Church, West Colum- 
bia, S. C., on Wednesday, February Ist, 
presented three one-act plays for the 
enjoyment of a large audience of inter- 
ested members and friends. The plays 
were presented under the direction of 
Miss Eleanor Sheets, Parish Worker, and 
the money netted will be used to start 
an important local League project in the 
near future. 


Here’s something a bit unusual in the 
recreational field. The Intermediate- 
Senior Luther League of St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church, Rochester, N. Y., had a 
box lunch supper. Each girl packed a 
lunch for two people, including her own 
name on a piece of paper within the 
box. The boys bid on the boxes of 
lunch, and when a bidder bought the 
particular item, he was privileged to eat 
the lunch with the girl whose name ap- 
peared on the inside. The money was 
put into their Missionary Bank for the 
project in Hawaii. 


The Luther League of The Ceatral 
Pennsylvania Synod has recently gotten 
out an excellently mimeographed Calen- 
dar for the year 1950. Combined with 
it is the Synod’s Efficiency Standard. 
This s ect is to be filled in and returned 
to their Educational Secretary, Miss 
Dorothy Engel, by June 19, 1950. 


The Luther League of St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church, Felton, Pa., is reported to 
be in the midst of “beginning clubs”. 
The boys are being taught archery, fish- 
ing and trapping; the girls have lectures 
on beauty culture, art and home nursing. 
A fee of 25 cents is charged to join any 
one of these clubs. 


The Luther League of St. John’s 
Church, Salisbury, N. C., observed Lu- 
ther League Missionary Day at the regu- 
lar morning service of the congregation 
on Sunday, January 29th, when The Rev. 
William J. Ducker, Associate Secretary 
and Editor of The Luther League of 
America was the guest speaker. The 
largest offering ever received for a mis- 
sionary project ($110) was received from 
the congregation, which included Leagues 
as well as others. 


Edmilise, monthly paper of the Lu- 
ther League of North Carolina, an- 
nounces that C-H-E-Y will be featured at 
every one of the spring district meetings, 
which will be six in number. The Rey. 
David Cooper, Promotion Secretary of 
Lenoir-Rhyne College, and five college 
students who were delegates to the Re- 
gional C-H-E-Y meeting last November 
will present the subject. 


Luther Leaguers of North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia-Alabama 
are joining in the raising of funds neces- 
sary to erect a recreation building on the 
grounds of the new summer assembly of 
the Southern Synods at Lutheridge, near 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


The Luther League of Trinity Church, 
Concord, N. C., recently presented the 
religious drama, “The Unlighted Cross”. 
This is the second successive year when 
this League has put on an ambitious dra- 
matic produtcion of a religious nature. 
The group is planning to make the pres- 
entation in other churches upon request. 


The encouragement of continuing 
growth has prompted the Luther League 
of St. Mark’s Church, Kenmore, N. Y., 
to organize on the three-age-group plan 
suggested by The Luther League of 
America. They now have an Interme- 
diate Group, a Senior Group, and a 
Young People’s Group functioning as one 
Luther League. 


The Luther League of the Canada 
Synod is again holding its annual Drama 
Festival. If you are interested to know 
the details of how it works, write to 
Miss Dorothy Weiss. 8 Nile St., Strat- 
ford, Ontario. She is secretary of Can- 
ada’s Drama Committee. 
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WE ASK A YOUNG NAVY VETI 
By Pa 


Ed Doering 


“Is CHEY as important as our pastor says it is?” asks 
a Pennsylvania Luther League member in a letter to the 
Appeal Headquarters in Springfield, Ohio. “What will it 
mean to us?” asks another. “What is this Christian Higher 
Education Year Appeal all about?” a Wisconsin Leaguer 
wants to know. 

Are Luther Leaguers interested in answers to ques- 
tions like these? We think they are. So we climbed the 
stairs to the office of 26 year old Edgar Doering, Assistant 
to the Publicity Director of the CHEY Appeal. Here is a 
young man on whom the Church has placed a great 
responsibility, and one who could give us the answers 
to these questions. 


Former Navy Flyer 

Ed Doering spent almost three years flying with the 
Navy during the recent world war. While in the Navy, 
Ed decided he wanted to be a Lutheran Pastor and, when 
separated, enrolled at Wittenberg College. After receiving 
his Bachelor of Arts Degree, he entered Hamma Divinity 
School for seminary training. A wide variety of news- 
paper experience, among it a summer on the staff of The 
Lutheran, made Ed ideally suited to his task of assisting 
with CHEY publicity. 

“Sit down,” he said smiling as we began to relate the 
questions Luther Leaguers all over America were asking. 

“How many teen-agers know what the Christian Higher 
Education Year Appeal is?” he wanted to know. We had 
to shrug our shoulders and give a shake of the head to 
that question. 

“Well, then,” he said, “perhaps we ought to begin by 
telling them that the Christian Higher Education Year 
Appeal is an effort on the part of our great United Luth- 
eran Church in America to raise $6,000,000 for its twenty- 
three colleges and theological seminaries. The Church 
has been planning to do something big for its schools of 
higher education for a long, long time. They began talk- 
ing about it before some of us were even born. 


The Church Decides to Act 
“Finally, the Church at its last big convention, held in 
Philadelphia two years ago, decided that the time had 
come to give some real substantial help to its schools. 


Sixteen 


‘We will call 1950, Christian Higher Education Year, 
the Church said, ‘and we will appeal to our members 
to raise six million dollars to strengthen and help the edu- 
cational institutions which are so important to the future 
life of the Church and our nation.’ 

“Now, it seems to me,” Ed went on, “that this should 
be pretty important to the young people of our Church. 
It takes a lot of money to run a college or a seminary, 
and the tuition which is paid by students at our Lutheran 
colleges supplies only about one half of their total oper- 
ating costs..These schools have to get additional money 
some place or they cannot pay their bills, and you know 
what happens to any institution or business when it 
doesn’t pay its bills. 

“Since these are Church schools it is pretty reasonable to 
expect the Church to supply the extra funds necessary to 
keep these schools operating. Now, the Church does this 
and has done it for many, many years. Whenever you 
contribute to the benevolence program of your congre- 
gation and put money on the red side of the envelope, you 
are helping the educational institutions of the Church, 
because a part of that money goes to support our schools 
of Christian Higher Education. 


More Funds Are Needed 

“But that has not been enough. Oh, it has helped to 
pay the current bills in the past and has kept the schools 
operating, but it didn’t provide new buildings to help 
house all the new students who want to go to college 
today. In fact, with prices as high as they are, the money 
the schools have been getting doesn’t go as far anymore 
as it once did and some of the schools have been operating 
at a loss. 

“That is why the Church has become so concerned 
about its colleges and seminaries. That is why the Church 
has decided to raise six million dollars to help them. 
We might almost say the future of some of our Lutheran 
colleges is dependent upon the success of the Appeal. If 
this Appeal should fail, it may not be long before some 
of these schools will have to close their doors and some 
of them might even cease to be Lutheran schools. CHEY 
becomes pretty important to the Luther Leaguers of our 
Church when you look at it that way.” 

“Then you think that the young people of the Church 
ought to be interested in the CHEY Appeal,” we asked Ed. 

“T most certainly do,” he answered. “What happens 
to our Christian colleges will vitally affect their future. 
From the beginning, the Church has had a large hand in 
higher education in America. All through our history more 
students have been graduated from independent colleges 
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than from State schools. Our American way of life is the 
result of Christian leadership in government and in busi- 
ness. Recently, State-supported institutions have been 
assuming a larger and larger role in education. These 
schools can not emphasize religion and we have no as- 
surance that students graduating from them will be Chris- 
tian leaders. I shudder to think what the future of our 
country might be if the leaders of tomorrow are not Chris- 
tian men and women. 


Leaguers Should Be Interested 

“Yes, indeed,” Ed continued, “the young people of today 
certainly should be interested in the leaders of tomorrow, 
for they will be those leaders. The members of the Luther 
League, the High School and Junior High School students 
of today—they are tomorrow’s leaders. 

“This CHEY Appeal will assure teen-agers that our 
Lutheran colleges will be adequately equipped and staffed 
to provide the education they will need to serve as Chris- 
tians in business, home, and church when they have 
grown up.” 

“You think Christian colleges are really important then,” 
we asked Ed. 

“I most certainly do,” he answered. Those who have 
seen the motion picture The Difference, which our Church 
has produced to help people understand the need for the 
CHEY Appeal, know that a Christian college gives some- 
thing extra, over. and above a mere education. Instructors 
at Christian colleges are interested in seeing students make 
good. They go out of their way to help students under- 
stand their subjects. They give unceasingly of their time 
and effort to help develop students into well-rounded 
Christian personalities. 

“In the picture The Difference, everyone from the col- 
lege president and the dean to the instructors and even 
the students help Paul Reed to find his way and become 
a success in college life.” 

“Who ought to go to a Christian College?” we asked 
Ed. 

“Every young person who wants to make the largest 
possible contribution to his world ought to go to a Chris- 
tian college. It doesn’t matter what he intends to do in 
life. Our Lutheran colleges train men for practically every 
profession you can name. 


A Christian biology instructor shares an exciting 
moment at the microscope with student Paul Reed 
and at the same time helps him to solve a personal 
problem. Scenes such as this from “The Difference” 
are duplicated every day at our Lutheran Colleges. 
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Something Extra. 

“Christian Colleges give that something extra that makes 
a better citizen and a better church member. Therefore, 
it is important that the young men and women who to- 
morrow will be our professional men, housewives, busi- 
ness leaders, educators, ministers, government officials, 
should attend our Lutheran schools. 

“Our Lutheran schools are as fine as any you will find. 
The instruction compares with that of the best schools. 
Many of my friends who have gone into the business 
world or on to graduate school have found this to be 
true. In competition with graduates from all types of 
colleges they were able to do good work and in many 
eases superior work.” 

“Is that why you decided to go to a Lutheran College, 
Ed?” we asked. 

“Yes, that and because I wanted to go to a Christian 
college. I wanted a college where I could feel at home. 
I didn’t want to be lost in a crowd of five, ten, or fifteen 
thousand students. I wanted to go to a school where the 
instructors would be Christian men and women, where 
they would be interested in me as an individual, and one 
in which I would have an opportunity to participate in all 
the various college activities.” 

“No wonder the Church has picked you to do the job 
you're doing,” we said to Ed. “You are pretty well sold 
on Christian colleges, aren’t you?” 

“Yes, I am. I think every young person ought to be. 
Furthermore, that’s why I’m sold on the Christian Higher 
Education Year Appeal too. I want to do all I can to help 
strengthen our colleges and seminaries and make them 
even better schools than they are today. 


Leaguers Can Help 

“T hope the Luther Leaguers of America will really get 
behind this CHEY Appeal. They can assist in many ways. 
They can help the pastor or the local CHEY committee in 
addressing and mailing informational material to the local 
congregation. They can assist in presenting the Appeal 
in the Sunday School. Certainly, they can assist by con- 
tributing to help make the Appeal a success. 


(Continued on Page 18) 


Wheat Ridge Foundation 
Offers Scholarships 
For Graduate Study 


The Wheat Ridge Foundation is offering scholarships 
to Lutheran men and women for graduate study in medical 
social work for the academic year 1950-1951. These 
scholarships carry a stipend of $1,000.00 per year plus 
tuition and fees. A like amount will be offered for the 
second year of study if the recipient has established a 

s..tisfactory school record during his first year. 

Each applicant shall agree to accept employment for at 
least two years with the Wheat Ridge Foundation upon 
completion of his social work curriculum. 

The applicant shall agree to use the scholarship in a 
school of social work selected with the approval of the 
Foundation from among the schools offering a full medical 
social work curriculum approved by the American Asso- 
ciation of Medical Social Workers. The names of these 
schools will be furnished upon request. 

In order to become a candidate for a Wheat Ridge 
Foundation scholarship the applicant must: 

1. Agree to the provisions of the scholarship. 

2. Be a member in good standing of a Lutheran con- 
gregation. 

3. Possess a sincere understanding of and interest in 
Christian social work and demonstrate this by a letter 
addressed to the Foundation. 

4. Hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited col- 
lege or university (or present evidence that he will have 
such a degree by June 30, 1950), and have completed 
the courses required for admission to a school of social 
work offering the full curriculum in Medical social work 
approved by The American Association of Medical Social 
Workers. (Continued in next column) 


What Is This Thing Called C-H-E-Y? 


(Continued from Page 17) 

“If you divide the total six million dollar goal by the 
number of members in our United Lutheran Church, it 
comes to an average of about $8.00 per person. Of course, 
most adults are able to and will want to give far more 
than that. But it seems to me that every Luther Leaguer 
will want to give at least his $8.00 share over the eighteen 
month period for the collection of the Appeal subscrip- 
tion. I believe every Luther League member is able to 
save $8.00 in a year and one-half and pay it at the rate 
of $1.35 every three months; many can and will give even 
more. 

“Even above that, however, I believe the greatest con- 
tr.bution any Luther League member can make to the 
CHEY Appeal is to tell other people about how im- 
portant it is to him. Talking to his parents and his friends 
about the importance of the Christian Higher Education 
Year Appeal will go a long way in helping them to under- 
stand the urgent need of our world for Christian leaders 
tomorrow.” 
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5. Submit an official transcript of his academic record 
signed by the dean or registrar of the college from which 
he received, or will receive, his bachelor’s degree. 

6. Provide a certificate of good health. 

7. Provide a recent photograph. 

The committee will accept applications Be students 
who are at present studying in a school of social work 
and who wish to complete their studies in medical social 
work. 

Applications for scholarship must reach the committee 
before April 1, 1950. 

Application blanks may be secured by writing the 
Wheat Ridge Foundation Committee on Scholarships, Val- 
paraiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana. 


Operation Spiritual 


PROJECT IV 


This project involves the Christ in Every Purse move- 
ment and may very appropriately be used in connection 
with any evangelistic effort at any time. But Lent is a 
specially appropriate season. A brief but impressive sery- 
ice is available free when copies of Sallman’s Head of 
Christ are bought. 

The Luther League of America has prepared a special 
wallet sized edition of the picture (2% x 34) with specially 
appropriate imprint on the back for this Project IV of 
Operation Spiritual as follows: 


CHRIST IN EVERY PURSE 


® This is Jesus Christ, man’s best and 
truest Friend. He is my best Friend. 


© As I carry this picture of The Christ 
in my purse I am reminded of His 
personal Presence at all times, not in 
the picture only but in my heart 
and life. 


® I can use His picture to witness to 
others for Christ. I will show it to my 
friends and tell them of His love for 
all people. I will tell them of His gift 
of Salvation to all who accept Him as 
their personal Friend and Saviour. I 
will urge my friends to confess Christ 
to the world. 


@ Furthermore, I will endeavor to know 
His will in my life by reading His 
Word each day. I will pray con- 
stantly for grace to follow that way 
of life at all times. 


Tue LurHer LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


The pictures, as described, are for sale at Luther League 
Headquarters, Philadelphia, at $4.00 per hundred, or 50 
cents per dozen. Most of the cost goes to the owner of 
the copyright, Warner Sallman, the artist who drew it. 
The Luther League of America is not interested in making 
a profit, but it can not afford free distribution. Send full 
payment with each order, please. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


a3 eet Us 
Be You 


The Luther League of America is again at her top 
Staff capacity. On February lst Miss Mary Helen Smith, 
Sunbury, Penna., came to take up the duties at the desk 
of the Associate Secretary in Charge of Intermediate 
Work. Prior to her coming she had attended two of the 
Regional Conferences and had been received enthusiasti- 
cally by representatives from the Midwest and Southeast. 

We are confident that she brings to our Staff not only 
competence for her work because of her interest in and 
ability to work with young people, but also a life conse- 
crated to the work of the Church. 


@ Speaking of Regional Conferences, four such confer- 
ences announced previously have now been held. They 
brought together Presidents of Synods or Associates to 
the President, Synodical Luther League Presidents and 
Advisors, and Synodical Youth Directors. Twenty-two of 
the thirty-four groups in the Luther League of America 
sent one or more representatives to the meeting nearest 
them. In nearly every instance the distance and time 
required for travel were the only reasons which prevented 
the other twelve groups from being represented. All of 
the Conferences revealed that: 

1. Operation Spiritual is making a noticeable differ- 
ence in the Luther League program throughout the 
Church. It has added new interest and life wherever it 
has been tried. 

It was reported that not every local League has been 
able to follow the schedule of each project in the program. 
It is hoped that Lenten. Devotional guides will be used 
in every local League and by every member. 

Every Synodical and State League is distributing this 
attractive booklet, “The Life of Christ According to St. 
Mark” to every local League on the basis of the member- 
ship reported by the local League. 

By action of the Executive Committee Operation Spir- 
itual will continue into 1951 at least until the Convention 
at Iowa City. 

2. The Luther League Review is being promoted 
vigorously by many groups. Those who attended the 
Regional meetings have discovered new and important 
ways in which The Review is needed in every local 
Luther League. Those of you who read The Review can 
help tremendously by promoting its sale among your 
friends. It would make an excellent gift for a friend at 
Easter. 

We have suggested that the plan of one Church might 
be adopted by many, many others. The plan announced 
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is that a Church Council has voted to give a subscription 
io The Review for one year to every young person con- 
firmed in the Church this year. 

The Sunday School of another Church is distributing 
The Review to every family represented in the Interme- 
diate, Senior and Young People’s Department in the Sun- 
day School throughout 1950. 

3. The Convention of the Luther League of America 
in 1951 will be held at Iowa City, Iowa, August 13 to 17. 

There is a great deal of enthusiasm already generated 
for this convention. The representatives in these Confer- 
ences told how congregations are laying aside funds to 
see that every young person who desires to attend this 
convention will be able to attend. 


® The Executive Committee of the Luther League of 
America in its meeting in November had set up a budget 
for this current year. In order to maintain its present plan 
of helpfulness to the Synodical and local Leagues the 
budget totaled $51,500. As in previous years the Execu- 
tive Committee expected considerable help from the 
Treasury of the Executive Board of the U. L. C. When the 
request for funds was given to the Finance Committee of 
that Board, they reported their inability to grant the full 
amount anticipated. Therefore, the budget had to be 
adjusted. 

The Executive Board has found it possible to appropri- 
ate only $7,000 in 1950 instead of $9,600 which had 
been appropriated in 1948 and 1949. 

For this reason, the Administrative Committee has had 
to reduce the budget from $51,500 to $48,500. 

If any reader of this magazine is in position to add 
financial assistance in any way, the program of the League 
can be strengthened to a certain degree. Every State and 
Synodical League which has learned of this serious prob- 
lem has signified an earnest resolve to increase its contri- 
bution to the Apportionment and Faith in Youth Funds. 


® Attention Intermediate Leaders: It is not too early to 
initiate plans for Intermediate Day, April 30, 1950. The 
Intermediate Quarterly Helps for the second quarter will 
include the special program material for use on this day. 
The challenge of the theme—“NOW OR NEVER?’—is 
directed to the youth and to their Church. 

Capitalize upon this opportunity to reach the 12-13-14 
year olds in your congregation. Invite them all to meet 
with the Intermediate League that night. If there is to 
be an Intermediate Rally in your locality, join in and 
your teen-agers will soon realize that they represent a 
strategic unit of the Church. 


® The Synodical and State Luther Leagues are distribut- 
ing a questionnaire, “State of the League Report,” to 
every congregation within their own area. The question- 
naire is in triplicate—blue, white and goldenrod. 

This report will give us a comprehensive view of the 
work and organizational set-up in each local congrega- 
tion. We urge all officers to complete and mail the re- 
port promptly. Thank you! 
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“FOR SINNERS ONLY!” 


By THE REV. THOMAS B. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
Why? To enable young adults to increase their 
appreciation of the preparation for the Holy Com- 
munion and to enable them to respond with thank- 
ful joy to the God Who meets them in the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ. 


How? Two suggestions are made: (1) Discuss 
the topic using the material as a guide and the ques- 
tions as focal points; (2) Use the Order for Public 
Confession printed in the Common Service Book. 
These two methods of approach might well be inter- 
woven. In the Order for Public Confession particu- 
lar attention should be paid to the actual questions. 
(Page 242 CSB) 


® PROGRAM 
Hymn: “O Thou That Hear’st When Sinners Cry” 
(818 CSB) 


Versicles and Psalm (pages 239-240 CSB) 

Scripture: I Corinthians 11:23-32 

Prayer, in unison, page 241 CSB 

Hymn: “With All the Powers My Poor Heart Hath” 
(185 CSB) 

Topic 

Forum Fuel Nuggets 

Hymn: “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts!” (354 CSB) 

The Lord’s Prayer 


@ FORUM FUEL NUGGETS 

What does the term “sin” mean to you? 

What does the phrase “hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness’ convey to your mind? 

Is a person’s psychological condition (e. g., his feelings) 
any certain proof of his relationship to God? 

Has the Lutheran Church succeeded or failed in mak- 
ing clear to its members its understanding of sin and 
righteousness? 

What happens to (1) am individual who receives the 
Holy Communion with faith and to (2) an individual 
who receives the Holy Communion without faith? 

Would it be helpful to you if our Church administered 
the Sacrament of the Altar more frequently than is usual- 
ly the case? 

Would the Church help its members by providing a 
regular time for personal confession, with the pastor in the 
role of confessor? 
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© RESOURCE ARTICLE (See Pages 8, 9) 

(Continued from Page 9) 
this Order immediately preceded the Holy Communion, 
the custom is to begin with The Exhortation on page 241. 
A careful reading of the entire Order is a major step in 
appreciating the rich experience that belongs to the Chris- 
tian who sincerely admits his shortcomings and who re- 
ceives God’s forgiveness. 

In the opening paragraph of The Exhortation we are 
informed of the reason for the Holy Sacrament and the 
persons for whom it is intended. The personal examina- 
tion recommended can have but one result—the aware- 
ness of a condition that needs correction. The Exhorta- 
tion proceeds to set forth the glory and grace of God in 
Jesus Christ for our redemption. The Sacrament is a means 
of God’s grace reaching us. It is an aid to our faith, and 
through our faith and through the elements of the Com- 
munion we are promised the most intimate union with 
the Lord Christ Himself. This is no fine-spun idea plucked 
out of thin air. It is based on the historical fact of our 
Lord’s actual crucifixion and resurrection. Our attention 
to the words of the prayer that concludes The Exhorta- 
tion is well repaid as we then become conscious of the 
solemn Presence of God, by whose will alone we are 
given new life. 

The Confession itself consists of three sets of questions 
with an identical affirmative response to each, and of a 
corporate confession to God with a plea for His mercy. 
Each of the questions should be studied with.care in order 
to see exactly just what they mean. A careful reading of 
them will quickly dispel the superficial notion that Con- 
fession is a kind of mechanical arrangement for getting 
rid of penalties for sin. The whole theology of the Gospel 
meets us here, concluding with that personal request for 
forgiveness directly to God. 

The Absolution means a declaration of forgiveness. 
Notice three things: (1) the pastor declares the entire 
forgiveness of all sins. This means any and all sins of 
whatever nature, kind or description. Such forgiveness 
is assured to believers only; (2) the forgiveness is de- 
clared on the basis of the authority of Jesus Christ as the 
Head of the Church. It is by no means simply a trans- 
action between a pastor and other people, and (3) the 
impenitent and unbelieving are declared by the same high 
authority to be unforgiven so long as they continue in 
their impenitence. Impenitence means an unwillingness 
to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

(Continued on Page 32) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


April 
From Sham to Reality 
2—The Mock Triumph 
Matthew 21:1-11 
9—His Triumph Proclaimed 
Mark. 16: 1-7 
Prayer 
16—The “Why” and “How” 
Matthew 6:5-15 
23—How God Answers Prayer 
Luke 22:39-43 
.80—The Meaning of C-H-E-Y 
Matthew 7:24-29 


of It 


The topics presented herewith are 
designed for use in April by the 
Young People’s age-group, those 18 
years old and over. March _ topics 
were printed in our February issue. 
Get one if you need it. 


Project No. 5 of Operation Spiritual 
will be at work in local Leagues in 


March. See inside front cover. 


FROM SHAM TO REALITY: (1) THE MOCK TRIUMPH 
/ Matthew 21:1-21 
By THE REV. ALTON C. CLARK, Anderson, S. C. 


© METHOD 
The Presentation Method 


® PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


Scripture Lesson: Matthew 21:1-11 
Suggested Hymis: 
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
(70 PSH; 37 CYH*; 86 CSB) 
“Ride On, Ride On In Majesty” 
(38 CYH*; 88 CSB) 
“All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name!” 
(185 PSH; 74 CYH*; 131 CSB) 
“Hail To The Lord’s Anointed” 
50 PSH; 20 CYH*; 42 CSB) 
Psalm 118 


Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the Muhlenberg Press. 


@® THE TOPIC 

It was on this day many years ago, 
Jesus rode into the City of Jerusalem. 
That day was less than a week before 
His death that would come on the Cross 
the following Friday. The people along 
the way greeted Him apparently with 
much enthusiasm. They met Him with 
their songs of praise as they said: “Hos- 
anna to the Son of David: blessed is He 
that cometh in the name of the Lord”. 
They even “spread their garments in the 
way” and “cut down branches from the 
trees, and strawed them in the way”. 
From all appearance this scene would 
impress us with allegiance paid to the 
Christ, but this allegiance was not stead- 
fast for in just a few days these voices 
that were singing their loud hosannas 
would be saying: “Crucify Him”. And 
this picture depicting from sham _ to 
reality is not merely a picture of yester- 
day. It is a time that we must be re- 
minded that many years ago there was 
a band of people who shouted as Christ 
entered Jerusalem, but who in less time 
than a week were to see Him—and some 
maybe assist—nailed to the Cross. Palm 
Sunday and the scene that occured then 
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is a fact that recurs in our every day 
living. These people then, just as people 
today, like to think of Jesus; but they 
do not decide unreservedly for Him as 
their Saviour. They are apparently true 
to Him when the circumstances are fa- 
vorable but will not remain true to Him 
when the conditions are unfavorable. 

What was the matter with that Palm 
Sunday crowd that this became only a 
mock triumph for.the Son of God? Why 
would they so enthusiastically greet Him 
one day and then a few days later raise 
no objection to His crucifixion? They 
lacked sincerity in their thoughts. They 
had long tongues, but short minds. They 
could yell, but did not think. They had 
time for parades and excitement, but did 
not take time to study the life and 
character and ministry of Jesus and see 
Him as He really was and is. It is hard to 
explain men and women who cry “Hos- 
anna” today and “away. with Him” in 
less than a week. But there have been 
people like this of every generation, even 
today. Too many will attend Church 
services so long as something sensational 
or spectacular is going on, but only then. 
Can such inconsistency be the result of 
loyalty to Him? What do such do when 
some real effort is required for Him? 
Too many so-called followers of the 
Christ are merely swept along with the 
crowd, too excited to meditate and re- 
flect—no real interest in prayer, no times 
really to study the words and work of 
Christ Jesus. Such a man as this is truly 
no true Christian. One day he will 
shout that Jesus be made king; the 
next day he will assent to His crucifixion. 
What men need to do is to decide def- 
initely and umreservedly that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Saviour, and thus not be 


March 
How Jesus Dealt with Men 
5—(2) A Highly Respected Intellectual _ 
John 3:1-12 


12—(3) A Woman of Loose Morals 
John 4:1-26 

19-—(4) A Woman Not Helped by Doctors 
Mark 5:25-33 


26—(5) A Woman Pleading for Her Child 
Matthew 15:21-28 


swayed by the temperamental and sen- 
sational cries of men. 


“No greater tribute e’er was seen, 
When garments on the street they laid; 
A greater tribute would have been 
Their Master’s words to have obeyed”. 


This mock triumph brings to our atten- 
tion the danger of delayed acceptance of 
Jesus Christ. As we see the apparent 
eagerness of these people as Jesus enters 
Jerusalem and then think of their seeing, 
without objection, Him crucified, it all 
appears so inconsistent. These people, as 
with people now, dillydally in their re- 
lationship with God. But evil never dilly- 
dallies in the work that it is able to do. 
Evil strikes quickly, sharply, and in a 
deadly fashion. That Palm Sunday crowd 
did not realize how short their day of 
grace was, that in just a few days Jesus 
would die. They forgot the golden word 
“now”. They were perhaps waiting for a 
day that never came. Indeed, we may 
and do trifle with our following after 
Jesus. But evil, once it takes a firm grip 
at us, cuts us off so rapidly until we do 
not have time to ask for mercy. A relig- 
ion that decides definitely for Christ— 
that is what is required. That is man’s 
need. Such religion alone can cope with 
the uncertain world and with menacing 
evil. I suppose every minister of the 
Church is confronted in His work with 
people who say that they expect to de- 
cide in the future to unite with the 
Church, but will wait a little while. If 
evil is decisive with its work, Christian 
faith must be even more so. 

We today live after the Resurrection 
and Ascension of the Lord Jesus. We 
have the accumulating testimony of the 
ages to convince us of His greatness, as 
one worthy of our best loyalty. We 
should then allow Him to come into our 
lives and thus lead us into the paths of 
righteousness. The note of Palm Sunday 
fills the atmosphere with a note of real 
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triumph, Our King has come! Christ’s 
triumphal entry that day not only fulfilled 
the words of ancient prophecy, but also 
have promise of unending conquest of 
victory for the future. He Who did not 
have to rely on the protection of His 
friends rose from the dead and _ lives 
forevermore with His Heavenly Father. 
And a conquering King has been His 
portion ever since, and He has not been 
dependent on the ways of mankind. He 
is abundantly able to bring life ever- 
lasting to those whose faith in Him is 
real. Beginning with His Resurrection, 
He has been riding to victory ever since. 
Would to God that every man would al- 
low Him to come into his life and thus 
be the victor over our sins. Across the 
continents and through the annals of 
time, Jesus our Lord has been subduing 
evil. The whole history of the Church 
with its magnificent progress is the march 
of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 

On Palm Sunday, we think primarily 
of our Lord entering Jerusalem and the 
people shouting their loud hosannas to 
Him. But alas, before another week shall 
pass, some of these same people will be 
crying “crucify Him”. If they had but 
been sincere when they proclaimed Him 
as their King. And if people today would 
pledge their sincere allegiance to Him 
as King of kings and Lord of lords. If 
they would so do, they might be sure 
that He would lead them into lands of 
triumph—that is, to lead to victory over 
sins. Our King is the King Eternal, Im- 
mortal, the Only Wise God, to whom we 
owe honor and glory forever. Our flag is 


not the fading palms of Jerusalem, nor 
the green shamrock of St. Patrick, it is 
the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. “God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the 
Cross of Jesus Christ my Lord, who loved 
me and who gave Himself for me”. 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. Why was the Triumphal Entry of 
Palm Sunday but a mock triumph? 

2. Since Jesus knew all things, what 
must have been in His heart at the time? 

3. Was “the Triumphal Entry” only 
to fulfill prophecy? 

4. What practical purpose could it 
fulfill in addition? 

5. Was “Good Friday” a good day 
for the first disciples? 

6. Viewed in the long perspective of 
history, what did that event mean? 

7. What accounted for the people 
turning against Jesus so quickly? 

8. Are the people of today any differ- 
ent from those of the First Century? 

9. What was the day of real triumph? 

10. What meaning has that triumph 
for us today? 


® OPERATION SPIRITUAL—PROJECT V 


During this week Leaguers should 
complete their private study of “The 
Life of Christ” according to St. Mark. 
If the use has been followed regularly, 
Part VII will be used during Holy Week. 
If searching questions arise in the minds 
of Leaguers during this period, be sure 
to give opportunity for answering them 
on the next League meeting time. 
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FROM SHAM TO REALITY: (2) HIS TRIUMPH PROCLAIMED 
Mark 16:1-7 
By THE REV. FRANK H. CLUTZ, Phoenix, Arizona 


@ PREPARATION 

This meeting on Easter Evening should have 
a particularly reverent and worshipful atmos- 
phere. The room may well be decorated with 
some of the Easter lilies from the morning 
services. Let the empty cross, symbol of the 
resurrection, have a prominent place. If pos- 
sible, it must be lighted from behind to give 
it a glowing radiance, 

Candlelight would add a helpful touch to 
the room for this quiet, yet festive, evening 
service. The joy of Easter may be present in 
a setting that is conducive to quiet and rev- 
erent worship. 

This topic is one that does not lend itself 
readily to discussion. It is more a meditation, 
though there is no reason why there should 
not be a free and frank consideration by the 
members of the group on the meaning of 
Christ’s resurrection. 


@ WORSHIP 

Prelude (Meditation and silent prayer) 

Call to worship: “He is risen, Hallelujah, Why 
seek ye the Living among the dead? Halle- 
lujah.”” 

Hymn: “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!’ 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 98 
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The Scripture Lesson: Mark 16:1-7 

Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” 

Special Music (Any suitable number) 

Prayer: Free prayer or the collect on Page 
323, CYH 

The Topic 

The Offering 

Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 

Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


® THE TOPIC 

One word above all others character- 
izes Christianity; it is VICTORY! Ever 
since that first Easter dawn when Christ 
came forth from the tomb in triumph, 
His followers have proclaimed a_ vic- 
torious message. Christ changed the ap- 
parent defeat of Calvary and the sealed 
tomb to the greatest victory the world 
has ever known. His triumph is the basic 
foundation of our Christian faith. 

We are accustomed to interpreting 
Our Lord’s Passion in the light of the 
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Easter Victory. As has been well said, 
“We live on the fortunate side of Cal- 
vary!” Suppose there had been no resur- 
rection on the first day of the week! 
Think what would have happened to 
those frightened and disheartened dis- 
ciples! You may be certain there would 
have been no Christian religion. With- 
out that triumph we should be having 
no meeting here in His name. The res- 
urrection is the key-stone in the arch 
of our Christian faith—remove it and the 
whole thing collapses. 

Both the friends and enemies of Chris- 
tianity realize this. It has been truly said 
that the Resurrection created the Chris- 
tian Church, that the Risen Christ is the 
center of Christianity and that the Chris- 
tian faith falls or rises with Him. If no 
living Lord came forth from Joseph’s 
tomb, then that tomb becomes the grave 
of not only a crucified man, but of a 
religion as well. 

On this glorious Easter Day we add 
our testimony to the great company of 
the apostles, the hosts of heaven and 
earth, that Jesus Christ is alive for ever- 
more. We sing our praise and alleluias 
to the Christ Triumphant. The angel’s 
announcement rings in our ears, “Why 
seek ye the living among the dead? He 
is not here! He is risen!” 

On the first Easter morning, Christ 
came forth from the tomb in real tri- 
umph—complete and final. His entrance 
into Jerusalem a week earlier is some- 
times called “the triumphal entry”. In 
reality it was a tragic mockery. The: 
crowds soon changed their “Hosannahs” 
to “crucify”. His so-called “triumphal 
entry” into Jerusalem may be contrasted 
with what might be termed His “trium- 
phal exit” from Joseph’s tomb. Upon the 
latter rests our victorious Christian faith. 

In what did Our Lord’s triumph con- 
sist? Where was the victory in the first 
Easter? Let us think of Christ’s triumph 
over 


Evil Plans of Men 

Christ triumphed over the evil which 
men plotted against him. How carefully 
and completely they planned! All through 
the preparation for His captivity, His 
trial, and His crucifixion we see their 
evil:minds at work. They are bent on 
putting him to death. Finally, they suc- 
ceed. He is humiliated and _ killed—this 
one whom they feared and hated. It 
seemed as though they had won. Jesus 
had died on the Cross between two 
thieves. 

The minds of the priests and Pharisees 
were uneasy, however. They remembered 
Jesus’ prediction that He would rise again 
on the “third day. They, with their 
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warped views, conceived the idea that 
the disciples might steal Christ’s body 
and give out the report that He had 
risen from the dead. Coming to the gov- 
ernor, they asked that the tomb: be 
sealed and that a guard be placed there. 
Both were done. : 

O the folly of man to challenge the 
power of God! The seal and guard were 
to no avail, save to teach us a profound 
truth. Setting our plans against. God’s 
plans means inevitable defeat for us. 
Rather, let us seek to do His will. With 
Him there will be victory! 

Christ triumphed over 


Death and the Grave 

Our Lord had yielded Himself to the 
power of death. On Calvary’s Cross, He 
really died. It was no mere swoon or 
fainting spell. To overcome the power of 
death, He suffered agony and death. 
If He was to be the Saviour of men, 
He must know the deepest woe of man. 
He endured the suffering and shame of 
death to be one with humanity. 

But He triumphed over death and the 
grave. “He could not be holden of 
death”. The Son of God simply could 
not be bound by the chains of death. 
He overcame the powers of sin and 
Satan whence comes death. How could 
it be possible to permanently bury God? 
Could Truth be entombed? 

In Christ’s Triumph, death is van- 
quished; the bonds of sin are broken. 
Life is the Victor through the Living 
Lord. The angel announced this truth 
saying, “He is risen; he is not here.” 

Think what this means for all believ- 
ers! Here is our assurance of a resur- 
rection from the dead. We may now sing, 
“O Death, Where Is Thy Sting? O 
Grave, Where Is Thy Victory?” 

Dr. Robert William Dale was pre- 
paring his Easter sermon, so the story 
goes, when the thought that Christ is 
alive flashed through his mind with fresh 
meaning. He leaped from his chair and 
strode forth and back in his study, ex- 
claiming, “Christ is alive! Christ is alive!” 
He determined to bring that glorious 
truth to his Easter congregation with 
new emphasis and enthusiasm. 

It is significant, also, that Christ tri- 
umphed over 


Doubt and Fear 

He had to overcome the doubts and 
fears in men’s hearts that first Easter 
day. What had become of the followers 
of Jesus after his death? Where was 
the faith to die with Him, if need be? 
They had all disappeared in fright and 
despondency. 
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The Marys came with every expecta- 
tion of finding His body in the tomb. 
They were prepared to give it a proper 
anointing. Fear and doubt had taken 
possession of them. The angel’s appear- 
ance added to their fright. “Why are 
ye fearful?”, he inquired. They were 
confused by the dislodged stone and the 
empty tomb. The words of the angel 
filled them with amazement and dread. 
They ran with haste to tell the others 
what they had seen and heard, It was 
difficult for any of them to believe that 
Christ had really risen from the dead. 

The Living Lord appeared to them, 
changing their doubt and fear to faith 
and courage. What a marvelous trans- 
formation took place! How they changed 
when they knew Him as the Triumphant 
Christ! The Peter of the courtyard be- 
came the Peter of Pentecost. The Thomas 
who doubted His Lord’s Resurrection 
became the Thomas who professed, “My 
Lord and My God.” They and the 
others went on to proclaim the glorious 
news in the face of persecution and 
death. 


Suppose they had failed to publish the 
glad tidings of Christ’s Triumph? Vastly 
different would have been the course of 
the world’s history and the story of the 
Christian religion. 

To us on this Easter Sunday there 
comes the call to witness our faith in 
the Victorious Christ. How shall we let 
our faith be known? In what ways shall 
we proclaim His Triumph? 

May the glad dawn, 
. Of Easter Morn 
Bring joy to thee. 


May the calm eve 
Of Easter leave 
A peace divine with thee. 


May Easter night, 
On thine heart write, 
O Christ, I live for Thee. 


—From “Christ and the Fine 
Arts”—Maus (Harpers) 


® THE BIBLE SPEAKS 

Matthew 28:1-8. This is Matthew’s ver- 
sion of the Easter story. In essentials it 
agrees with the accounts given by the 
other gospel writers. Each adds his own 
touches, much as we do in reporting any 
event. In this account we have special 
emphasis on the appearing of the angel, 
the feet of the keeper and the Marys, 
and the message to the women. How 
they hastened to tell the disciples the 
news! 


Luke 24:1-10. Luke tells his story of the 


first Easter morn. The angels reminded 
the visitors to the tomb of Jesus’ pre- 
diction that He would rise again on the 
third day. Then they remembered! 
Strange that they had forgotten all about 
it. If only we bear in mind the promises 
of Jesus, our burdens and sorrows will 
be made light. 


Luke 24:33-35. The Risen Christ had 
appeared to the two disciples on the 
Emmaus road. They were, at first, un- 
aware of His identity. They recognized 
Him as He broke bread with them. At 
once they returned to Jerusalem to re- 
port to the eleven their experience with 
the Living Lord. How eager we should 
be to speak of our experiences with 
Christ! 


Acts 10:34-41. Note the courage and 
conviction of Peter. He, the wavering 
and impetuous one, now stands up bold- 
ly to declare his faith in Jesus, the 
Christ. In his sermon he reviews the 
trials and suffering Jesus endured at the 
hands of the sinful men. Then he gives 
a testimony to his faith in the Resur- 
rected Lord. 


I Corinthians 15:12-21. In this passage 
from the great resurrection chapter, Paul 
reviews the necessity of the resurrection 
to our faith. If Jesus did not rise from 
the dead, think how the “bottom falls 
out” of our preaching and teaching. But 
Christ did rise! Upon that fact we rest 
our Christian belief. 


Philippians 3:7-12. “The power of his 
resurrection”. The goal of Paul is to 
lay aside everything for the sake of know- 
ing Christ and His power. We need this 
same resurrection power. Are we willing 
to give up, as Paul did, lesser values for 
this chief treasure? 


Acts 1:1-8. “Ye shall be my witnesses”. 
Each one of us is to be a living witness 
to the Easter truth. At home and abroad 
we are to tell the story of His triumph 
over sin and the grave. Men are in de- 
spair and defeat. We must tell the glor- 
ious story of Christ’s Victory that all may 
hear and know the Good News. 


® SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
What Does Easter Mean To You? 

What does Easter mean to you? 
Stately church with cushioned pew, 
Where, Lenten season gone at last 
And days of self-denial past, 
Richly clad, devoted throngs 
Of worshipers unite in songs 
Of praise in lily-scented air? 
Is this what makes your Easter fair? 
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Does it mean the end of winter’s reign, 
Bright skies and welcome warmth again, 
Singing of birds, budding of trees, 
Sweet Spring odors on the breeze 
From daffodil and crocus bed 

And balsam branches overhead? 

Sad is the world and cold and gray 
If this is all of Easter Day. 


But if this blessed season brings, 
A firmer faith in Holy things; 


Assurance of a living Lord; 

A strengthening of the tender chord 

Of love that binds us to the life to 
come 

Where loved ones ‘wait us in the 
heavenly home, 

No pain or loss can e’er efface the 
bliss,’ 

Dear friend of Easter, when it means 
all this. 

—May Ricker Conrad 
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PRAYER: (1) THE “WHY” AND “HOW” OF IT 
Matthew 6:5-15 
By THE REV. J. EDWARD DINKEL, Springfield, Ohio 


® SUGGESTIONS 

This vital subject of Prayer is a basic reli- 
gious practice and should be investigated thor- 
oughly by all Leaguers. Therefore it is well 
that the setting for the discussion and practice 
of this basic religious experience should be 
different than the usual place of meeting for 
your League. We would like to suggest that 
you have a worship center which will point 
up the subject of Prayer. If it be an altar or 
a table have it furnished with a rich cloth in 
graceful folds. Have a Bible, opened to a 
passage dealing with prayer, on a reading desk 
in the center. On one side have a single candle 
on a candlestick, signifying Jesus the Light of 
the World as our leader in prayer. Above the 
worship center and on a level with the eyes 
should be a _ painting of Durer’s “Praying 
Hands”, or “The Angelus” by Millet, or Hoff- 
man’s “Christ in Gethsemane”. Any pictures 
treating on prayer can be displayed about the 
room. 

It is best that this topic be presented in 
lecture form by one person, or divided among 
three individuals, each presenting one of the 
three sections and elaborating on it as time 
permits. Discussion should follow the presenta- 
tion as questions are likely to arise as thoughts 
are stimulated. 


@ WORSHIP 

Musical Prelude: “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
softly played on piano 

Leader: 


Lord, what a change within us one short hour 

Spent in thy presence wil prevail to make! 

What heavy burdens from our bosoms take, 

What parched grounds refresh as with a 
shower! 

We kneel, and all around us seems to lower; 

We rise, and all the distant and the near, 

Stands forth in sunny outline brave and clear; 

We kneel, how weak;-we rise, how full of 
power, 

Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this 
wrong, 

Or others, that we are not always strong, 

That we are sometimes overborne with care, 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 

Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 

And joy and strength and courage are with 
Thee! 

—Richard C. Trench 
“Behold Us, Lord, a Little Space” 
(297 CYH*; 313 PSH) 

Scripture: Matthew 6:5-15 

Prayer: “Dear Heavenly Father, teach us to 
pray as Thou didst teach the disciples. May 
all our prayers be sincere outpourings of the 
heart and not vain repetitions. May we kneel 
before Thee in prayer with humble hearts 
and open minds. Enable us to shed all our 
disguises which we wear in the light of day, 
and present ourselves to Thee, asking for- 
giveness for sins and weaknesses. In Jesus’ 
name we pray.” Amen. 

Solo: “Lord, For Tomorrow and Its Needs” 

(89 CYH*) 


Hymn: 
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Offering 
Discussion of Topic: 
Close with sentence prayers from group 
Hymn: “Lead, Kindly Light” 
(221 CYH*; 229 PSH) 
Benediction: “May God be within us to re- 


fresh us, around us to protect us, before us 
to guide us, above us to bless us, beneath 
us to uphold us; and may the blessing of 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be 
with us all. Amen.” 


Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
then U wba 


@® THE TOPIC 
Why Pray? 

Do you recall Huckleberry Finn’s ac- 
count of prayer? 

“Miss Watson she took me into the 
closet and prayed, but nothing come 
of it. She told me to pray every day, 
and whatever I asked for I would get it. 
But it warn’'t so—I tried it. Once I got 
a fishline, but no hooks. It warn’t any 
good to me without hooks. I tried for 
the hooks three or four times, but some- 
how I couldn’t make it work. By and by, 
one day, I asked Miss Watson to try for 
me, but she said I was a fool. She never 
told me why, and I couldn't make it out 
no way. I set down one time back in 
the woods and had a long think about 
it. I says to myself, if a body can get 
anything they pray for, why don’t Dea- 
con Winn get back the money he lost 
on pork? Why can’t Miss Watson fat 
up? “No, says I to myself, “There ain’t 
nothin’ in it.’ ” 

(From the Adventure of Huckle- 
berry Finn, by Mark Twain) 

Maybe some young people have ar- 
rived at Huckleberry Finn’s conclusion 
that “there ain’t nothing in prayer’. And 
for this reason they don’t pray. Prayer 
is fast becoming the lost word of this 
generation due to too many failing to 
practice it. On the other hand, it is used 
quite often in our day by those who 
are forced through circumstances to cry 
out for help, for-help outside of human 
hands to supply. In a world that cruelly 
inflates the human ego and just as cruelly 


crushes the individual under pain, dis- 
appointment, despair, grief and death, 
we need the help of a benevolent loving 
force or power from outside ourselves 
that will console and save us. And we 
cry out in agony of prayer: for such 
succour. Therefore it is pertinent to 
ask: “Why Pray?” Everyone seems to do 
it some time in their lives. Even the 
pagans lift up hands and voices to their 
heathen gods in supplication for aid. 

Can we not say, then, in answer to 
the question: “Why Pray?”, that we pray 
to fill some need, some demand of our 
outward or inward self? That need may 
be for help or guidance, for confession 
of sin, for deliverance from fear; or the 
need may be for the expression of joy 
or gratitude, or a deep desire of the soul 
to commune with the supreme being 
whom we Christians recognize as God. 
This last need is perhaps the basic need. 
We are all made for something higher 
than earth. Our spirit yearns for the 
higher realms of living. Because of this 
yearning we worship a Being higher 
than any earthly being and we call him 
God. We look to God in adoration, and, 
yet, we want Him near to us. We need 
the assurance of His presence in the 
world and near at hand. This need is as 
real as the need for a friend; the yearn- 
ing of a soul for its Maker. Thus you 
can readily see that prayer is not only 
the basic need of man but it is also a 
natural practice, it comes naturally. No 
matter how much we long for dear ones 
and friends, yet to be deprived of the 
avenue of prayer to commune with God 
would be a soul-destroying disaster. Why 
Pray? To meet or fill some need of the 
individual. 


What Is Prayer? 

A well-known business man speaking 
on this subject has said that “most of us 
think we are praying when in fact we 
are merely asking for something: ‘gimme 
this’; ‘gimme that’; ‘save me from this’; 
‘let me do that’; ‘favor me in some spe- 
cial way.” Some look on prayer as 
necessary only in a crisis, or when things 
go wrong. They remind one of the little 
girl who announced: “I’m not going to 
say my prayers tonight, nor tomorrow 
night, nor the next night. Then if nothing 
happens, I’m never going to say them 
again.” 

But real prayer is more than a nightly 
bedside “gimme” session; more. than 
something to turn to in emergencies. 
Our Lord, the great teacher of prayer, 
spent many nights alone in communion 
with His Father through the medium 
of prayer. Every time He needed power 
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He turned to prayer, whether that power 
be to heal, to bless, to raise the dead, to 
choose His disciples, or power to face 
the trial He came on earth to fulfill. 
But the fact is He turned to His Father 
in prayer. 

Prayer, then, may be defined as the 
practice of the presence of God. It is 
that form of human experience in which 
man communes with the personal God. 
It is an invisible going-forth of man’s 
worshiping spirit seeking to commune 
with an invisible Being, Creator of all 
things, Supreme Wisdom, Truth, Beauty, 
and Strength, Father and Redeemer of 
each man. For this reason prayer is 
something more than petition, for it in- 
cludes adoration, thanksgiving, commun- 
ion, worship in all its forms. At the be- 
ginning the attitude in prayer is more 
that of using the gods for men’s ends; 
at the culmination prayer puts men at 
the service of God for the correction of 
human ends, and for the attainment of 
those corrected ends rather than the 
human ends toward which man_ first 
strives. 


How Shall We Pray? 

A rich man once invited Francis of 
Assisi to his home so that he might spy 
upon the saint’s praying. All night long 
he heard him say, “My God and my All, 
My God and my All.” The rich man 
was so moved that he decided then and 
there to become a disciple of Francis. 
Veit Dietrich tells of overhearing Luther 
pray in the fortress of Coburg with as 
much passion of entreaty as if God were 
before his very eyes. Cromwell’s valet 
reports his master’s deathbed prayer, a 
plea not for himself, but for his country, 
yet ending human-wise as any man’s 
prayer might end: “And pardon the folly 
of this short prayer: even for Jesus’s sake. 
And give us a good night if it be Thy 
pleasure. Amen.” When a friend ap- 
proached a humble cabin that Bishop 
Philip Brooks was occupying for a brief 
rest, he saw the great preacher face 
down on the earthen floor and heard 
him say: “O Father of us all, I am too 
sinful even to look into Thy most holy 
face.” These are prayers of great Chris- 
tian leaders. But it is to Jesus of Nazar- 
-eth we must turn to learn the art of 
prayer. He shows us the highest peak 
which men can reach. in communion 
with God. His disciples realized this 
when they came to Him requesting: 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” Though they 
were praying men and had been brought 
up in homes where prayer was a part 
of the daily life, yet there was something 
about the life of prayer, as Jesus prac- 
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ticed it, that was so different from their 
own, and they could not be satisfied 


until they had discovered His secret. So 


He proceeded to teach them by His ex- 
ample, since His entire life was a life of 
prayer. 

He laid down the principle of independ- 
ence in prayer when He told His dis- 
ciples to pray in secret in their inner 
chambers and the Father will reward 
them openly. When He said, “Ask and it 
shall be given you, Seek and ye shall 
find,” He was setting forth the principle 
of expectancy to be found in prayer. 
In the well-known story of the two men, 
Pharisee and Publican, who went up into 
the temple to pray, it has always been 
assumed that it is meant for a warning 
against pride and a lesson in humility. 
But another great prayer-lesson is set 
forth in this parable, which we acknowl- 
edge as the principle of spontaniety or 
naturalness. Each man spoke his prayer 
in terms that were natural to him. The 
final, yet greatest, lesson taught us by 
Jesus concerning prayer took place in the 
Garden of Gethsemane when He prayed: 
“Nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done”. In this experience He set forth 
the principle of complete consecration. 
In the model prayer which our Lord 
presented (the Lord’s Prayer) we find 
illustrated therein the principles that we 
have already stated. For in it is found 
the prayers of reverence, co-operation 
between man and God, for sustenance, 
for forgiveness, for guidance and for re- 
newal. 

In the “great congregation” of the 
temple, in the local friendship of the 
synagogue, in the circle of his friends, 
on the housetop under Syrian stars, in 
the fields outside Jerusalem, on the lonely 
mountainside, in the “inner chamber”, in 
all places and at all times Jesus prayed. 
Prayer became the climate of His days. 
And so He would have us conclude that 
“to live is to pray’, and that “to pray 
is to live.” “Be instant in prayer” (Ro- 
mans 12:12). “Pray without ceasing” (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). 

Prepare the “inner chamber” for your 
communion with the Father. Ready your 
heart with a reading from God’s Holy 
Word; let its thought sink deep into 
your understanding. Then, kneeling, to 
show your lowliness, begin your prepa- 
ration to talk to God. Folding the hands 
and closing the eyes serves to lend at- 
tention to the prayer mood and also 
shuts out the distractions which might 
desecrate the reverence of the prayer- 
moment. It is always well to speak the 
prayer audibly in order to hold “atten- 
tion and thus prevent the mind from 


straying on thoughts foreign to the “quiet 
chamber kept for Thee”. Now you pray! 
But let not the prayer become a mono- 
logue on your part. Soul speaks to soul 
in this highest experience of the Chris- 
tian. You have spoken to God’s soul in 
your prayer. Now—let God’s soul speak 
to your soul. Conclude your prayer with 
the petition: “Speak Lord for Thy serv- 
ant heareth”, and in absolute quietness 
let God’s message for your life be com- 
municated to you in that holiest of 
earth’s moments. Let’s not be rude in our 
haste—wait in the quiet sanctuary of 
prayer until God speaks to our hearts 
His message. Then, close the door on 
your Holy of Holies and rise with the 
new power that comes only from the 
close communion of a soul attune to God. 


@ QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do most young people pray? If 
not, why not ? 

2. Does prayer come “naturally”? 

8. Is there a difference between 
“saying prayers” and “praying”? 

4. Is prayer merely a means of get- 
ting something that we want? 

5. If real prayer means that we have 
communion with God, does not this mean 
that God also speaks to us? 

6. Are the people who pray any dif- 
ferent from those who don’t? 

7. Can prayer really change anything 
or anybody? 
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@ NOTABLE PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE 

Genesis 18:23-33. This is Abraham’s in- 
tercessory prayer on behalf of Sodom. 
Note the two way conversation between 
the soul of Abraham and the soul of the 
Divine. Note also that Abraham might 
be guilty of the lack of perseverance. 
God was still granting Abraham’s requests 
to spare Sodom when Abraham stopped 
asking. Do we persevere in our prayers? 


II Samuel 7:18-29. Upon learning that 
he would not be privileged to build the 
Temple, which was his life’s dream, Da- 
vid offered up this prayer. In it is found 
humbleness of spirit, but above all is 
shown a faith resting upon trust in the 
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Lord God. Somewhat the thought of Job: 
“Though He (God) slay me yet will I 
love Him.” 


I Kings 8:22-53. The new Temple has 
just been completed, Before the altar 
of the Lord in the Temple Solomon 
kneels, with his hands spread up to hea- 
ven, and prays this prayer of dedication. 
This is one of the longer prayers in scrip- 
tures, but it is well worth reading all 
the way through. 


II Kings 19;15-19. Things were looking 
black for Hezekiah. Sennacherib had in- 
vaded Israel. Hezekiah turns to the Lord 
God in prayer and lays his desperate 
plight at the Divine’s door. Here is a 
petition for aid from one in dire need. 
Read on and see how God answered the 
prayer. 


John, Chapter 17. This ais Christ’s inter- 


cessory prayer for His Apostles. This is 
one prayer that should be read over and 
over by all of us in order to see the 
depth of the Saviour’s love for His fol- 
lowers. Here He literally speaks from His 
heart to the heart of His Father. 


Luke 22:39-46. This passage is not hard 
to distinguish as Jesus’ Gethsemane 
prayer. We bring it to your attention as 
the acme of consecration that one can 
reach in prayer. Turn to dark Geth- 
semane, there “Learn of Jesus Christ to 
pray.” This prayer must be the theme 
song of every true Christian’s life. 


Ephesians 3:14-21. This is Paul’s prayer 
for the Church. Note the concerned heart 
of Paul for his people, also, his reverence 
for the power of the Divine. We can 
truthfully say that this is one of the 
most beautiful prayers in the Bible. 
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PRAYER: (2) HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER 
Luke 22:39-43 
By THE REV. CHARLES J. DION, Albert Lea, Minnesota 


@ PREPARATION 


This topic, presented in the form of a 
dramatic dialogue, should build up to a lively 
discussion and group participation. It should 
be presented by two persons, but can be read 
effectively by one. 

After the material has been read to the 
group, pass out a sheet of paper to each person 
attending, and allow five minutes for all mem- 
bers of the group to write down one of these 
three things: 

1. <A description of an answer to prayer 
which you have received sometime in your 
Christian life—if possible, tell how the answer 
came. 

2. <A description of an answer 
received by some one you know. 

83. If unable to do either, give what you 
think is the reason (tnat you are unable). 

Each person may read his own answers out 
loud, or the sheets may be passed in and the 
leader read them, without naming individuals. 

According to the answers on these sheets, 
who is right—Skip or Chris? 


to prayer 


® DEVOTIONS 


Leader: 
if radio’s slim fingers 
Can pluck a melody 
From night, and toss it over 
A continent or sea 
If the petaled white notes 
Of a violin 
Are blown across an ocean 
Or a city’s din— 
If songs, like crimson roses, 
Are plucked from thin blue air, * 
Why should mortals wonder 
If God hears prayer? 


—Ethel Fuller 
“Lord Jesus Christ Be Present Now” 
(419 CSB; 314 PSH) 
Scripture Reading: St. Luke 22:39-43 
Psalm 28, (169 CSB) read responsively 
Collect for the Spirit of Prayer: 
O Almighty God, from Whom every good 
prayer cometh, and Who pourest out on all 
who desire it the spirit of grace and suppli- 
cation: deliver us when we draw nigh to 
Thee, from coldness of heart and wanderings 
of mind that with steadfast thought and 
kindled affections we may worship Thee in 


Hymn: 
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spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
(360 CSB; 211 PSH; 200 CYH*) 
Presentation of Topic 
Group Participation and Discussion 
The Offering 
Hymn: “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” 
(431 CSB; 110 CYH®; 317 PSH) 
Our Lord’s Prayer 


° Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the Muhlenberg Press. 


® THE TOPIC 

“Skip” Skeptic: I may be wrong, 
Chris, but it seems to me to be a lot of 
wishful thinking to claim that God an- 
swers prayer! It’s a nice comforting 
thought, but Ill leave it to those who 
are too childish to think for themselves, 
too lazy to work for what they need, or 
too cowardly to fight for what they want. 
“God helps those that help themselves” 
—that’s for me! 


“Chris” Christian: I know what you're 
driving at, Skip—a lot of people have 
made prayer a substitute for thinking, 
and working, and struggling, and have 
run, like little children, to hide behind 
God’s skirts and ask Him to get them 
out of a jam. But just because some have 
abused the purpose for which God gave 
us prayer, doesn’t discount the fact that 
thousands of intelligent, strong, and sin- 
cere people find real help and answers to 
their problems through talking with God 
daily. 


Skip: I keep telling you, it’s purely 
psychological! God must have a lot more 
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to do than sit around in His Heavens, 
keeping the switch-board open, waiting 
for $.0.S. phone calls from puny mortals 
with their punier problems. How can 
these “sincere” people prove that God 
answered their prayers? Just sitting down 
and going through their problems quietly 


.and logically in their own minds, as 


they do when they've got a guilty con- 
science, unburdening it to “God” or an- 
other person, or telling it to the wind 
would all do as much good. It’s psy- 
chological—if you’ve read anything about 
modern psychiatry and the workings of 
the mind, you know that! 


Chris: Weren’t you the one who used 
to quote to me, “A little learning is a 
dangerous thing’? Seems to me you've 
studied a little about the nature of God, 
and a little about psychiatry, Skip, and 
youre mistaking your partial truths for 
the whole truth. What you say about 
the psychological benefits clarifying one’s 
thinking in prayer certainly is one of the 
good things derived from it, but it isn’t 
the whole answer! A person may think 
ever so clearly, and still be swamped by 
his problems—and he may unburden his 
heart to a dozen “True Confession” mag- 
azines, and still crack up under his load 
of guilt! He needs a Helper—and a For- 
giver—and he finds both in God—a God 
Who is tremendous enough to have cre- 
ated the universe, yet personal and Fa- 
therly enough to have a living, vital 
fellowship and concern for each of His 
children. You're limiting God, Skip, ac- 
cording to our human conception of per- 
sonality, when you speak of His being 
“too busy” or “too important” to hear 
and answer the millions of puny cries 
that we creatures raise to Him. He is 
Personal—but He is also Someone way 
beyond personality, as we know it! Don’t 
you remember the attributes of God you 
learned in catechism? “Omnipotent—all 
powerful! Omnipresent—present every- 
where! Omniscient—all-knowing!” That’s 
the God Who hears, and answers, my 
prayers! 


Skip: Whoa, brother, get down to 
earth! Your theological ramblings are 
over my head. Let’s take some practical 
instances of things for which most peo- 
ple pray—their health; the life of a child 
or some loved one; better family har- 
mony in the home; protection and safety 
from some natural hazard, like a cyclone 
or fire or flood; financial prosperity or 
greater material blessings; world peace, 
etc. Now I maintain that in 99 percent 
of these cases, the things prayed for are 
governed by natural, immovable laws— 
if we’re too ignorant or selfish or careless 
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to live according to these laws, we'll 
have to take the consequences; and all 
the praying in the world won't enable 
your God to change them. When nat- 
ural conditions are ripe for a flood, or 
a cyclone, or a fire, it hits everybody in 
its path, regardless of how good or bad 
they are. If a soldier gets in the path 
of a bullet, itll kill him just as dead 
whether there are a thousand people 
praying for him or none. When I dissi- 
pate my health in careless living, I'll reap 
illness and suffering; no prayer in the 
world can change that! 


Chris: Tm glad you brought this up, 
because its really an argument on my 
side of the case. I can’t digress enough 
to give my answer to each problem 
you've brought up, but what you're 
really saying is that there are conditions 
governing our prayers, and I say “Amen”. 
Jesus gave us some of those conditions 
when He said; “Whatsoever ye ask in 
My Name, I will do it! Whatsoever ye 
ask, In Faith Believing, it shall be done 
unto you! And when He Himself prayed, 
Not My Will, But Thine Be Done! These 
qualifications do limit indiscriminate 
praying, and govern the kind of things 
for which we'll want to ask, as Christians. 

Tll grant that there are laws controll- 
ing many areas of life, but I'll go back 
further than you do and ask: “Who 
made those laws? Who established them, 
and therefore controls them? Who says 
they are immovable?” It seems to me 
that’s where our discussion must come to 
a parting of the ways—with our divergent 
views of God. I believe in Him as I 
see Him in Jesus Christ—feeding 5000 
people with a few loaves and fishes, 
quieting the stormy sea, walking on the 
water, healing lepers and the _ blind, 
yes, even raising the dead. I believe in a 
God with whom nothing in the world 
is impossible, because it is His world— 
that’s the whole point! And any problem 
or question that arises in my life in His 
world, big enough to concern me, is big 
enough to concern Him, and should be 
brought to Him for guidance and help. 


Skip: Well, that’s a nice consoling 
philosophy, if you can swallow it, but 
I still don’t think it’s realistic! How could 
God possibly hear all the conflicting 
prayers raised to Him, and grant all of 
them? How could He hear both the 
Americans and the Germans praying to 
Him for victory in a war, and satisfy 
them both? How could He grant my 
prayer for a sunny day, because I wanted 
to go on a picnic, and at the same time, 
grant the prayer of a farmer for rain, 
because his crops are burning up in a 
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drought? How could He permit a flood 
to sweep down a valley and destroy 
every home except the one in which a 
praying Christian family dwells? 


Chris: Now wait a minute—you’re con- 
fusing our terminology. Who said that 
“answering” all prayers means “grant- 
ing” all prayers? Sometimes He answers 
a prayer by saying No, and closing a 
door where we would like to barge in. 
Do you remember the story of the serv- 
iceman who wanted to get home so badly 
on a war furlough that he prayed ear- 
nestly to God about it. He had to fly, 
to make it in time, and he got a ticket 
on a plane, but at the last minute was 
“bumped” by a superior officer and had 
to stay in camp, over Christmas Eve. He 
was almost despondent, till he heard the 
radio newscast describe the crash of that 
plane, killing all aboard. Was it an ac- 
cident, or an answer? 

Sometimes—in fact, often—He declines 
to give what we ask for, and substitutes 
something better, like giving us gold in- 
stead of the glittering brass we ask for. 
The Apostle Paul asked many times to 
have his “thorn in the flesh” removed 
and God answered “My grace is sufficient 
for thee, for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness”. One of my favorite poems 
says this very same thing beautifully: 


Blessed 

He prayed for strength that he might 
achieve; 

He was made weak, that he might obey. 

He prayed for wealth that he might do 
great things; 

He was given limitations that he might 
do good things. 

He prayed for riches that he might be 
happy; 

He was given poverty that he might be 
wise. 

He prayed for power that he might have 
the praise of men; 

He was given humility that he might 
feel the need of God. 

He prayed for all things that he might 
enjoy life; 

He was given a life, that he might 
enjoy all things. 

He had received nothing he asked for— 
all he could have hoped for; 

His prayer was answered—He was most 


blessed! 3 
—Author Unknown 


Sometimes He tests a believer’s faith 
and lets him carry a burden for many 
years, to teach him patience and trust. 
One of our missionaries in Liberia tells 
the story of the native convert who 
prayed for many years for the removal 


of a tumor, but later testified that the 
tumor was the greatest blessing that 
could have come his way, because it 
brought him to the medical mission, and 
to Christ! 

Sometimes His spirit brings the answer 
to us through another Christian friend, 
or through prayerful Bible reading, or a 
sermon or hymn in church. Sometimes 
the answer comes in what we call the 
“working out of circumstances’, so that 
perfectly normal, everyday developments 
convince us of what His will is. And 
sometimes, though I know you may scoff 
at this, He seems to defy all that we, 
in our limitations, call natural or scien- 
tific law, and answers prayer by restoring 
life and health after doctors have given 
up, or changes a person whom the whole 
community calls a “hopeless case”, or 
brings a person safely through terrific 
risks and dangers, when the odds were 
heavily against him. There is just no 
end to the ways in which God may 
answer prayers, when you consider how 
all-inclusive is that staggering promise of 
Jesus: “If you ask anything in My Name, 
I will do it!” 


Skip: Well, maybe—maybe. I guess in 
the final analysis, you can’t prove or 
disprove a thing like this. You either 
believe it or you don’t. And the best 
evidence for it is the witness of people 
who’ve tried it, and know that it works! 
But I'll bet that there aren’t more than a 
handful of such people in our church, 
or any church! 


@ DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Matthew 7:7, 8. This portion from Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount speaks with ab- 
solute clarity and certainty of a God 
Who answers prayer. 


Psalm 19:14. A beautiful prayer to mem- 
orize and use as a part of one’s daily 
devotions. 


Luke 21:36. An exhortation to constant 
prayer as the best means of escaping 
soul-destroying temptations. 


Matthew 18:20. The special promise of 
Jesus to be present with His blessing and 
guidance at an assembly of Christians. 


I Timothy 21:1, 2. Paul's listing of duties 
that he considers most important—“first 
of all’—in the Christian life. Prayer for 
others is one of our greatest works. 


James 5:16. Another clear-worded, defi- 
nite assurance that prayer is eflective— 
but notice the qualifications! 


I John 5:14. If we ask anything accord- 
ing to His will, He heareth us! 
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CHRISTIAN HIGHER "> 
EDUCATION: YEAR 


APPEAL 


© SUGGESTIONS ‘FOR DEVOTIONS 
Hymns: 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
(195 CSB; 134 PSH; 149 CYH*) 
“Lord, Speak To Me That I May Speak” 
(212 CSB; 279 PSH; 280 CYH*) 
“Thou Art the Way: To Thee Alone” 
(868 CSB; 270 PSH) 
Psalms 1:15; 78:2-8 
Scripture Lessons: 
Proverbs 3:13-18 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
Prayer: 

O Father of lights and Fountain of all 
knowledge: Bless, we beseech Thee, all 
teachers and institutions of leaming, and 
grant that through them the light of truth 
may shine with growing brightness on all 
men, so that heavenly wisdom and knowledge 
may be the stability of our times; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

O God, Who through Thy Holy Spirit, does 
illuminate the minds and sanctify the lives 
of those whom Thou dost call to the work 
of pastors and teachers: Look with Thy favor 
upon all seminaries for the instruction and 
discipline of those who are to serve in the 
sacred ministry of Thy Church; bless those 
who teach and those who learn, that they 
may apply themselves with such ready obe- 
dience to the law of Thy Son, our Saviour, 


that they may fulfill their ministry with 
joy through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the UL, iP. Hi: 


@ THE TOPIC 
The Meaning of CHEY 

The day for code letters is still with 
us, and no doubt always will be in some 
degree. Perhaps for the first time ~in 
Lutheran Church life has a code word 
caught the imagination of the people 
with such a strong grip and with such 
meaning. A careful study of this lesson 
will bring to Luther Leaguers a clear 
understanding of a very important phase 


of the whole program of the whole 
Church. 


The Past Comes to the Present 
A special appeal for the cause of 
Christian higher education was given 
consideration by the Church at both the 
Richmond (1926) and Erie (1928) con- 
ventions when an Educational Year was 
approved. The depression of 1930's pre- 
vented plans for 1930-31 from being car- 
ried out. In 1946 the United Lutheran 
Church in America voted unanimously 
to “approve a Christian Higher Educa- 
tion Year to obtain funds for the sub- 
stantial strengthening of our colleges and 
seminaries.” As finally adopted, after 
extensive discussion, the recommendation 
reads: 
That, since the national welfare de- 
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THE MEANING OF C-H-E-Y 


Romans 12:2 


By THE REV. N. J. GOULD WICKEY, Ph.D., D.D., Washington, D. C. 


mands educational institutions, inde- 

pendent of the state and dominated by 

a spiritual purpose; 

since all Lutheran colleges and semi- 
naries should be superior, with facul- 
ties of high standing, facilities ade- 
quate for effective work, and curricula 
sufficient to advance the whole pro- 
gram of the whole Church; and 

since in some cases local and syn- 
odical support should be supplemented 
by aid and support from the Church- 
at-large, 

the Church approve a_ Christian 

Higher Education Year to obtain funds 
for the substantial strengthening of 
our colleges and seminaries, the date 
and details of procedure being left in 
the hands of the Executive Board and 
the Board of Education for report at 
the 1948 Convention. 

The 1948 Convention of our Church 
approved the Plan presented by the Ex- 
ecutive Board and the Board of Educa- 
tion, as is described in following para- 
graphs. 


The Need of the Appeal 

During the academic year 1946-1947, 
the office of the Board of Education in 
cooperation with the officials of the col- 
leges and seminaries, including members 
of the boards of directors and officials 
of synods, studied the building needs. 
On a long-range program these needs 
may be summarized as follows: Chapels, 9; 
Auditoriums and Music Halls, 4; Ad- 
ministration Buildings, 9; Dormitories, 
14; Student Unions, 3; Infirmaries, 2; 
Gymnasiums, 4; Science Halls, 3; Li- 
braries, 8; with additions to two others— 
Heating Plant, 1; President’s Residence, 
i 

In many schools there is greatly 
needed reconstruction and extensive re- 
pair of buildings. The cost of these 
needs were estimated at more than $12,- 
000,000 in 1947. The Church, through 
the synods, is being asked to supply less 
than half of the building needs. Other 
money is needed for endowments, and 
in a few cases the clearance of indebted- 
ness. 


Plan of the Appeal 
The plan, as approved by the Church, 
includes a financial goal of $6,000,000 
of which $900,000 shall be for the semi- 


naries, $4,500,000 for the colleges, and 
$600,000 for a special Aid Fund for dis- 
tribution to seminaries and _ colleges 
where the resources of their constituen- 
cies are inadequate and special aid is 
necessary. 

The Appeal will be conducted from 
January through April, 1950. The Every- 
member-solicitation will take place dur- 
ing the last week of April. We hope 
April 30th may be known as. “Victory 
Sunday,” and May 7 as “Thanksgiving 
Sunday.” There will be solicitation of 
special advanced gifts during the early 
months of 1950. 

The total goal has been distributed to 
synods on a basis approximating appor- 
tionment assignments. These assignments 
have taken into consideration the needs — 
of the institutions supported by the syn- 
ods as well as the abilities of the respec- 
tive synods to provide financially for the 
Church’s seminaries and colleges. 

The assignment to each synod is gen- 
erally distributed to seminaries, colleges 
and the special aid fund, with the 
amount allocated to each __ institution 
designated. 

All contributions within each synod 
are to be forwarded to the treasurer of 
the synod. The treasurer of each synod 
will forward such sums regularly to the 
Treasurer of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. The Treasurer of the Church 
will disburse funds, as promptly as may 
be possible, on order of the Board of Ed- 
ucation. 

Expenses of the Appeal will be con- 
sidered a first charge against the con- 
tributions. The Treasurer of the Church 
will deduct the proportionate share of 
each synod in the expenses of the Ap- 
peal from the receipts from each synod. 
The proportionate share will be deter- 
mined on the basis of the assignments 
to the synods. 

Undesignated contributions shall be 
applied to a synod’s total assignment. 
Designated gifts will be faithfully re- 
spected. The term of pledges will be 
limited to a period of 18 months from 
the date of subscription. 


Organization of the Appeal 
Each synod will have a committee and 
a director. In some synods which have 
large goals in the Appeal, the synodical 
director will need to serve on a full- 
time basis. Since unusual expense will 
thus be incurred, such full-time directors 
will be employed only with the con- 

sent of the Directing Committee. 
In many synods, the synodical com- 
mittee will desire to approach local con- 
gregations through conference commit- 
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tees. Congregational committees will be 
formed to make the Appeal effective at 
the local level. 

The Directing Committee which has 
the responsibility for the supervision ‘of 
the Appeal is fortunate in having Presi- 
dent Franklin Clark Fry, as its Chairman. 
Other members of this Committee are 
Dr. Gould Wickey, Secretary, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; Dr. Wynne C. Boliek, Colum- 
bia, S. C,; Dr. John L. Deaton, Baltimore, 
Maryland; Dr. Earl S. Erb, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, New York 
City; Dr. Millard E. Gladfelter, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Dr. Dwight F. Putman, 
Harrisburg, Pa.; Dr. C. C. Stoughton, 
New York City; Dr. R. E. Tulloss, 
Springfield, Ohio; Dr. A. G. Weng, May- 
wood, Illinois; and Miss A. Barbara Wie- 
gand, Washington, D. C. 

We are delighted to have Dr. R. E. 
Tulloss serve as General Director. Re- 
gional Directors are as follows: Canada, 
the Rev. W. A. Mehlenbacher, Hamilton, 
Ontario; Eastern Region, the Rev. Paul 
Dieckman, Wagner College, Staten Island, 
New York; Southeastern Region, the 
Rev. A. Kenneth Hewitt, Konnarock, 
Virginia; East Central Region, the Rev. 
W. Carl Satre, D.D., Toledo, Ohio; and 
the Western Region, the Rey. L. H. 
Steinhoff, Seattle, Washington. The head- 
quarters are at Parkside Building, Spring- 
field, Ohio. 


Some Values of the Appeal 

1. More money obtained for urgent 
needs at seminaries and colleges. These 
needs were described above. 

2. Faculties encouraged to do more 
effective work. Inadequate facilities for 
such as libraries, laboratories, and wor- 
ship have prevented our seminaries and 
colleges from achieving the degree of 
effectivenss they desire. 

38. More Lutheran students in col- 
leges. The Appeal will bring our colleges 
to the attention of our people and others 
in a significant way. One Lutheran col- 
lege had this experience: in 1920 it en- 
rolled a total of 389 students. That year 
the college had a financial appeal. In 
1922 that college enrolled 425 Freshmen. 

4. Attention of the whole Church will 
be directed to all its seminaries and col- 
leges. A large percentage of the member- 
ship of our Church is not aware of the 
many valuable seminaries and colleges 
now serving the whole program of our 
Church. This Appeal will bring to their 
attention all of our schools. This larger 
knowledge will mean much to all semi- 
naries and colleges down through the 
years. The effect of such an Appeal is 
never limited to the year when it~ is 
carried on. 
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5. Education will be lifted to the 
level of interest of the whole Church. 
In the past, education in our Church has 
remained on the synodical level, while 
other phases of the Church’s program 
gained church-wide attention and_ in- 
terest. The alumni of colleges are never 
limited to the supporting synods. The 
graduates of seminaries never remain 
only with the synods supporting the 
seminaries. Pastors serve the whole pro- 
gram of the whole Church in all synods. 
Evangelism, education, and merciful 
works need the full attention of the 
whole Church. For the first time in the 
history of Church, the cause of Christian 
higher education will have the united 
front of the whole Church. 

6. A host of leaders in local congre- 
gations will be informed and interested 
in the cause of Christian higher educa- 
tion. Facts and figures, information and 
inspiration will be directed to Christian 
higher education. Seminaries and colleges 
will obtain a clientele in larger numbers 
and greater interest. 

7. The Cause is Right. It is vital to 
a Christian civilization. William Allen 
White after a trip to Europe some years 
ago declared, “Unless those who believe 
in a Christian civilization are willing to 
sacrifice of their good hard earned cash 
to educate Christian leaders, they will 
find in a few generations that their dream 
has vanished, that tyranny with its hard 
and fast, ruthless rules of life will be 
substituted for the good life . . . It is 
not a question so much of churches and 
preachers as it is of colleges that will 
make leaders who will create a world 
in which churches can thrive, leaders 
in all walks of life, in all callings and 
professions. If American churchmen fail 
to support the kind of colleges which 
turn out Christian leaders, American life 
under another leadership soon will close 
the Church.” 


® MEDITATIONS FOR LIGHT 

Proverbs 9:10. Here is where we must 
begin. The man who thinks he knows it 
all never learns. The man who fears God 
is willing to learn of God and from God. 
A knowledge of spiritual realities is su- 
perior understanding to a knowledge of 
visible things. 


II Corinthians 13:8. Many individuals, 
groups and nations fight against the 
truth. This is fruitless. Only as we work 
for the truth, can we succeed and add 
to the welfare of our fellowman. 


II Timothy 3:15-17. How many of us 
have been trained in the Word of God 
from childhood? Are parents neglecting 


this responsibility? Perhaps there would 
be better and easier corrections, and bet- 
ter and more constructive efforts towards 
good works were this generation to be 
better acquainted with God’s truth. 


II Timothy 2:15. When the workman is 
approved by God, there is nothing he 
needs to hide. So the religious worker 
needs to be approved of God so that he 
may rightly present the Gospel truth 
to all mankind. 


Psalm 19:7-9. Here is the kind of knowl- 
edge so much needed in our lives today. 
There is so much opposition to what is 
being taught in some schools today be- 
cause it is not realistic as regards man’s 
nature, experiences and problems. The 
Word of God touches and reaches man 
just where he is and helps him meet his 
problems courageously. 


Romans 12:2. Problems of individuals 
and nations are not being solved, be- 
cause men’s minds are conformed to this 
world. The new mind is dedicated to 
God, has a larger appreciation of his 
fellow men, is filled with the spirit of 
reconciliation, and is liberated from su- 
perficial notions. Such a mind always 
transforms people. 


Philemon 4:8. Our thoughts in large meas- 
ure reveal our natures and_ attitudes. 
Our thoughts are sooner or later mani- 
fested in words and acts. The selfish act 
reveals a selfish thought. Paul wanted the 
Philippians, and also you and me, to 
guard well the thoughts. Peaceful 
thoughts make for peace. Pure thoughts 
make for purity. Thoughts of beauty 
make for beauty. Thoughts of goodness 
make for goodness. 


@ PROGRAM GUIDES 


1. Obtain a map which includes the United 
States and Canada. Locate our nine seminaries 
with red stars, and our fourteen colleges with 
blue stars. 

2. Write the president of the seminary and 
the president of the college supported by your 
synod for a brief message to be read at your 
meeting. Perhaps a student from either seminary 
or college or both schools could be present at 
your meeting. : 

3. Try to leam how many students from 
your parish have gone to our Lutheran colleges 
and seminaries during the past twenty-five years 
and less. Name five of them who have attained 
prominence, and indicate what they have done 
for their Church or for education or for busi- 
ness, or for their country. If there are none 
such from your parish, name some from other 
parishes nearby. 

4, Have some one, who can read well, read 
the statement, “I Am the Church College.” 


@ WHAT OTHERS SAY 

Woodrow Wilson: “The Christian College 
is the lighthouse of civilization.” 

Charles J. Smith: “Education is more than 
a fact-finding experience; it is a life-building 
process.” 
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Senator Morris Sheppard: “Christianity is the 
fundamental hope of civilization. Christian edu- 
cation is necessary in order to establish Chris- 
tian citizenship, and Christian citizenship is 
necessary in order to establish the principles 
of Christianity in law and government.” 

B. Warren Brown: ‘We are living in a day 
when the moral structure of society is being 
shaken to its foundations. War from without, 
menacing forces from within, have forced democ- 
racy to a supreme test. The only power which 
can insure right social relations and right in- 
dividual life is the gospel of Christ. To spread 
this gospel is the work of the Church, There 
is no other way to do this task save by the 
seemingly slow process of training up Christian 
leaders in every walk of life. Christian leader- 
ship is not an accident. Men and women 
capable of such leadership in this day are the 
product of thorough religious education.” 


@ | AM THE CHURCH COLLEGE 


“T am the oldest institution of higher leam- 
ing in America. Before there had been state 
universities or other institutions of college rank, 
I had been founded. For three hundred years 
I have served my country well. Three centuries 
of achievement vindicate my right to be. 

“J stand for life’s highest ideals. I search 
for truth, believing God’s universe is fire-proof, 
and that I may light the torch of Truth any- 
where. I lay emphasis upon genuine scholarship. 
My graduates are among the nation’s greatest 
men and women of vision and spiritual power. 

“I train for service. Through me, culture 


dominates the work of the world. I give leader- 
ship to the nation. From me have come presi- 
dents, governors, legislators, judges, educations, 
editors, in greater proportion than from any 
other source. Upon me the Church depends 
for its preachers, its teachers, its missionaries— 
all of its leaders. Without me the work of the 
Church could not go on. 

“I deserve your support. I receive from each 
student less than half the cost of what I give. 
From me the poor are not tumed away, I 
cannot continue the splendid record of the past 
unless I have help. 

“Tam the Church college. 
prayers and your gifts.” 


I need your 


March Newspaper Party 
(Continued from Page 11) 
Who Am |? 

Cut from the comic ‘sections the pic- 
tures of various well-known characters. 
Pin one picture to the back of each play- 
er. By asking questions the player may 
learn his identity and then the picture 
may be worn in front. Some players may 
be willing and able to give an imper- 
sonation of the character. 

Refreshments 
Any refreshments suitable for the time 


and climate may be used. We suggest 
sandwiches and cocoa with cake or 
cookies for dessert. A good idea may be 
to “charge for the refreshments”. Put 
signs on the food to read “One smile 
each”, “One laugh’, “Four kind words” 
and other suitable “Prices”. 
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OPERATION SPIRITUAL IN LENT 


(Continued from Inside Cover Page) Therefore, we urge 
that there be a tie-up of the private reading with the 


weekly meeting of the group. 


It may be done in somewhat the following manner: 


A PREVIEW 


1. Give a glimpse of what is to come in the next reading. 
recommending one or 

the other of the methods of daily use suggested above. 
3. A prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the reading 


2. Indicate clearly what is to be read, 


for the particular week. 


A REVIEW 


1. Discuss the questions given at the end of each part. 


Founded 1842 


Koahobe College 


A Superior Christian College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
in the Lutheran Synod of Virginia 


H. SHERMAN OBERLY, Ph.D., President 


Co-Educational 


SALEM, VIRGINIA 


2. Inquire if any encountered difficulty in understanding the 


text, then clear up the difficulties. 


3. A prayer of thanksgiving for the increasing clarity of the 
picture of Christ formed in the minds of all readers 


of the Book. 


In all sessions after the first, the order will be reversed. 


RELIGION—WHICH SHALL IT BE? 

(Continued from Page 7) 
not Christianity. Nothing wrong 
could be found with the Christian concept of God; no 
flaw could be found in Jesus’ character; no one could dis- 
pute the correctness of the Christian plan of salvation. 
The only thing wrong with Christianity is imperfect Chris- 6 
Since God gave us the perfect religion, we need to 
embrace it in every aspect so that we may be worthy of 
To be a perfect adherent of Chris- 
lianity, we would do well to follow the “Recipe for a Real 


individual Christians, 


tians. 
the name Christian. 


Religion,” by Lewis Fawcett: 


Get religion like a Methodist; 


Experience it like a Baptist; 
Stick to it like a Lutheran; 


Conciliate it like a Congregationalist; 
Be proud of it like an Episcopalian; 


Simplify it like a Quaker; 
Glorify it like a Jew; 


Pay for it like a Presbyterian; 

Practice it like a Christian Scientist; 
Work at it like the Salvation Army; 
Propagate it like a Roman Catholic; 


Enjoy it like a Negro. 
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Lenoir 


Co-educational 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


In the foothills of the Blue Ridge 


The College of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of North Carolina, plac- 
ing emphasis on Christian Character and 
Scholarship. 


® Band, Choir, 
Athletics offer special opportunities in 
extra-curricular activities. 


Application for admission should be made early 


For further information write to 


Rhyne College 


Founded 1891 


Fully Accredited 
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Vorcur R. Cromer, President 
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For Sinners Only! 
(Continued from Page 20) 


Having confessed his sin and received the declaration 
of forgiveness, the believer’s next experience is that of 
profound joy in being designated as one in whom God’s 
new person has been brought to life. This condition (al- 
ways a conferred one and never an earned one) completes 
our preparation to receive the new life in Christ Jesus 
that is conveyed to us in the Holy Sacrament, which 1s 
the agent of the living Word of God. 

Quite as important as the steps prior to the Communion 
are the consequences of its reception. A Christian feels 
peace of mind and heart because his conscience has been 
cleansed: he feels a deep sense of thanksgiving to God for 
His wonderful grace. But underneath all is the new life 
in Christ that has been planted in us by the Word. One 
of the questions in The Confession looks forward to that 
very result. It is the question pertaining to our obedience 
“to the Holy Spirit so as to hate and forsake all manner 
of sin, to live as in God’s Presence and to strive daily 
after holiness of heart and life”. Here we see that the 
experience of the Holy Communion is certainly much more 
than a mechanical transaction. It is the actual meeting 
of Christ and each one of us. If the sacrament is what 
the Lutheran Church proclaims it to be, then some very 
definite result will follow. The outcome is the new life 
in Christ of which Paul so eloquently speaks. It is a daily 
experience. It is the progress of a sinner away from what 
displeases God toward what pleases God. Perhaps the 
best way to express it is in the words of Martin Luther 
who said that we should become, as it were, a Christ to 
others. This means God’s love expressing itself through 
each of us in our thoughts and words and deeds. Except 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, it is impossible to achieve 
such a life, as the explanation of the Third Article of the 
Creed in the Small Catechism clearly shows. The signifi- 
cant thing is that Christ does convey Himself to us in the 
Communion, and, therefore, we receive the necessary 
power to live the new life of love that God commands and 
expects of us. 

This new life of glad obedience expresses itself in cer- 
tain ways. It includes hatred of all known forms of sin. 
It includes the Presence of God. It includes a vigorous 
striving after that perfection of mind and heart and will 
that we see in Christ Jesus. 

Yes, for sinners only it includes all this—and heaven, 
too! For heaven is not so much a place where we want 
to go as it is the Presence of God in which we ought daily 
to live. 
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